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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3.30
p.mn., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier : Report of the Gov-
ernors of the High School for the year
ending 30th June, 1912,

By the Minister for Lands : Report
of the Department of Agrieulture and
Industries for the year ending 30th June,
1912.

By the Attorney General: Papers
dealing with fees received by public offi-
cers who are commissioners for taking
affidavits.

PAPERS—FEES RECEIVED BY PUE-
LIC OFFICERS.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon,
T. Walker): In laying on the Table the
papers in eonnection with the taking of
fees by public officers in the Supreme
Court, I desire to make an explanation.
The other night when discussing the Esti-
mates an allegation was made regarding
the taking of fees by officers in the Su-
preme Court as commissioners for taking
affidavits, and the name of Mr. Sherard,
the Taxing Master, was mentioned as be-
ing possibly one suspected of having com-
mitted that aet. T desire to say in re-
gard to that officer that he never takes
any fees whatsoever though he is a com-
missioner for taking affidavits. The per-
son alluded to, I believe, was Mr. Clifton,
but he was within his rights in doing so
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as in that case it was a private action.
For the information of hon, members 1
lay these papers on the T'able, and I de-
sire fo explain that they show that no
commissioner for taking afidavits, acting
in the service of the public and being a
publie officer in the performance of his
public duties, is allowed to take any fees
whatsoever, and that fees for the swearing
of affidavits in such circumstances are
paid into the public revenue.

QUESTION—ABORIGINES PROTEC-
TORS.

Mr. MeDONALD asked the Premier
the names and addresses of all those ap-
pointed and at present aeting as pro-
tectors of aborigines.

The PREMIER replied: Gale, C. F,,
Chief Protector, Irvine street, Cottesloe;
Broeckman, G, D, Corunna Downs, Marble
Bar; Bostock, G. H.,, Staunton Springs,
Pingelly; Bischofs, Revd. Jos.. Beagle
Bay; Bachmair, Rev. Father, Beagle Bay
Mission; Bake, H. C. (P.C.), Junction
Police Station, Gageoyne; Brodribb, H,
H., Aborigines Department, Perth; Bell,
David, Weedong Station, Pender Bay;
Bates, Daisy M., Mrs., Perth; Camerer,
A. B., Doorawarrah, via Carharvon; Coe-
sar, Fred., Milly Milly, Upper Murchison
Dempster, C. E., Northam; Doran, W. A,
Postmaster, Euela; Emo, Revd. Father
Nicholas, Broome; Gillam, A. C., Chir-
ritta, Roebourne; Hall, Aubrey, Cossack;
Hadley, Sydney, Derby, Sunday Island

Mission; Haly, A., Superintendent
Nicholson, Plain Station (Kimberley);
Tsdell, Jas, Marble Bar; Trving, K.
Darlot, Beringn Station, Upper Murehi-
son; Lanigan, R. T., Mogumber;
Male, A., Broome; Mann, F. T,
Bullfinch, McLeod, D. N,, Mlnllya, Gqs-

coyne; Olivey, G. L, Perth Planas, Revd,
Father, New Norcia; Phi]lips, John, Cul-
ham; Piesse, C. A., Wagin; Squires, F,,
Lake Darlot; Sinclair, Rob., Wagin ; Slee-
man, H. R., Whim Creek, Roehourne Dis-
triet; Taylor, A. J.,, Duketon; Torres, Rt.
Revd. Father, New Norcia; Walsh, H. B,
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Mileura, Murchison; Wilson, R. H., Perth.
N.B.—Resident magistrates and inspect-
ors of Police are protectors of aborigines
by virtue of their office.

QUESTION — RATLWAY IPROJECT,
MARGARET RIVER.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (for Hon. Frank
Wilson, without notice) asked the Pre-
mier: Is it the intention to introdoce a
Bill for the construetion of the Margaret
River railway during the present session
in accordance with the promise made last
session?

The PREMTIER replied: T want to be
eandid enough lo say that we will not
introduce a Bill for the construetion of
the Margaret River railway this session,
the reason being, if it is necessary to ex-
plain, that we have not sufficient data to
decide on the route which it is necessary
the railway should follow. As we are
not satisfied with the report of the Ad-
visory Board it would be inadvisable to
introduce a Bill for the construction of
the line on a route not recommended by
the Advisory Board unless we have ecom-
plete data, which we have nobt as yet
obtained. The Bill will be iniroduced as
a certainty next session, and that will not
delay the construction of the line a single
day.

BILLS (5)—FIRST READING,

1, Neweastle-Bolgart Railway Exten-
sion,

2, Hotham-Crossman Railway Exten-
sion.,

3, Wyalkatchem-Mount Marshall Rail-
way,

4, Wagin-Bowelling Railway.
(Introduced by the Minister for Works).

5, Workers' Homes Act Amendmment.
(Introduced by the Premier).

BILL — ELECTORAIL: ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.
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BILL—VICTORIA PARK TRAM-
WAYS ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopled.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT,.

Second Reading.

Dehate resumed from the 22nd Novem-
ber.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam): This
year again we are called upon to consider
the question of the Agricultural Bank
Act. When the Act was introduced by
Sir John Forrest and Mr. Throssell, it was
intended to be helpful to the people set-
tled on the land. In the early stages it was
merely development., but, of course, as
time went on it was considered advisable
to extend the operations of the Aet and
to enlarge the hank’s eapital. Indeed,
every extension was underiaken with the
full determination of allowing the people
of the State the benefit by the liberalisa-
tion of the provisions of the Aet, and
last year, with no exception to the rule,
the Minister for Lands introduced a Bill,
and I am quite certain it was with the in-
tention of making available to the people
of the State a better and more liberal
measure than we had enjoyed to that time,
The capital was inereased by £500,000
and there was provision for extending
and. liberalising the conditions, but I
venture to say that after 12 months’ ex-
perience there has been no extension and
no liberalisation. The Minister, in intro-
ducing the Bill, said that there were a
number of limitations set against the trus-
tees, and that hitherto they had deemed it
to be their daty to limit the amount of the
advances to £750 because the funds at
the disposal of the bank were limited.
The Minister, in accordance with a pro-
mise, bronght down a Bill which meant
that a man eould get just what he re-
guired so long as the security was suffi-
cient. With the other limitation as to
the manner in which the money advaneced
by the bank ought to be expended, the
Minister disagreed, and he said that he
did not see that the bank need inguire
how the money was spent. e removed
the limitation which threw upon the trus-
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tees the need to examine closely the expen-
diture of every penny advanced. When the
Agricultural Bank had carried the far-
mer on to the producing stage it often
happened, the Minister said, that the far-
mer had to go to a private nstitution and
pay a higher rate of interest than that
charged by the Agricultural Bank. The
Minister told ns he was going to save
the farmers the need to go to a private
hank where a higher rale would he
charged, and where the farmer would not
he in safe hands, sueh as would he the
case if he horrowed from the Agri-
enltural Bank. I venture to say thai
there was no justification at the time for
questioning the honesty of purpose of
the various banks. All have done their
best to help forward the work of settle-
ment,

Mr. O’Loghlen : They ave pressing
the farmers very much at the present
time.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Beeause of the
action of the hon. member’s friends in
the Federal House and those here.

The Premier: Are vou sure it was
not due to some action in the House of
Commons or in Japan 2

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 do not know
what the rate of interest is in Japan, and
T fail to see what Japan has to do with
it.

The Premier: And T fail to see what
the Federal Government has to do with
the Agricultural Bank.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : If the Premier
raised some pertinent objeetion T might
understand him.

The Premier: T wish von wonld be
serious yourself sometimes.

Hon, J. MITCHEIL : The Premier
looks serious only when money is men-
tioned. The Minister for Lands also
said that he had alwavs held that if it
was pood enough for the ordinary banks
to help the people it was good enough for
the Agrienltural Bank to do so, and it
would be an advantage to the State.
These were the contentions of the Min-
ister onlyv a short vear ago. T want (he
House to realise that 12 months have
passed since these courageous words
were uttered and I should like to con-
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trast them with the speeeh which the

Minister made in introducing this Bill.
Mr. Gili :

statement,

Hon. J. MITCHELL : T agree with it,
but T would have done it and not talked
about il. ‘The Minister said he sought
{o accomplish his objeet by introducing
this amending legislation to make it un-
necessary for the farmer to go to the
ordinary banks and he sought to give
the farmer what was neeessary to carry
him along. Let us see what he has done
in that direetion. The Minister said he
wished the Agricultural Bank o have
power to lend money providing, of course,
the margin of seeurity was sufficient. In
the future he said it would be an ovdin-
ary hank to all intents and purposes.
Tt will be remembered that linisters
spoke of this bank from time to time
during the elections.  The Minister for
Works, speaking at Midland Junetion.
said it would nol be a big step to bridge
from the Savings Bank to the Agrieul-
tnral Bank and to give the people the
epportunity of doing their husiness
through it. No doubt the objecl of the 1911
Bill was to fulfit all the pre-election
promises. I pointed out that the Minis-
ter was at some pains to make it clear
that the trustees had no partienlar in-
terest in the manner in which the money
was spent when he introduced the Bill
12 months age. The Minister said that
the bank would alwayvs he safe hecause
they wonld have the power of foreelosure.
He urged that the money could he lent
to any mwount, and (o make it quile clear
that he intended this should be done he
said that it would still be possible for the
bank to make progress paymenls to en-
ahle n farmoer fo carry on improvements
and to make a home for himselt, also to
provide money for breeding stoek and for
the purchase of agricultural tmplements.
These things were all to be done as they
had heen done before, but instead of be-
ing part of the work of the bank as be-
fore thev were to he subservieni to this
ereat work that the ordinary mortgage
hank was to do. Under the old Act the
bank made full advances for the work of
improvement and everv man knew what

Do you not agree with his
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he had a right to expect. There was no
question about it, no uncertainty. If the
managing trusiee thought the land good
lhe could make an advance which
enabled the farmer with limited eapital
to make a home for himself. It is true
that the limit of £2,000 was fixed, by
an amendment made in another place. The
Minister reluetantly aceepted this amend-
ment, and it is interesting to know that
the Minister said there shonld be no dis-
crimination befween the rich man and the
poor man, both of whom should share
alike. By the Bill which is now before
us the Minister admits failure; he counld
not have admitted failure more clearly.

Mr. O’Loghlen: In what respect?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: It i5s true he
claims, and rightly of course, that the
hank lent £100,000 movre last year than in
the previons year, but when we remember
that the amount of the advance was in-
creased from £750 to £2,000 and when we
remember that money was particularly
tight, and interest had gone wp consider-
ably during the past 12 months, the won-
der is the Minister did not lend more ihan
twice the amount he did. If the trustees
had been able to agree to all the requests
made, they would have lent an enormous
sam of money. The Minister had been at
some pains to tell the ordinary banks that
they were not wanted. He did this by
means of his regmlations and by his
speeches and he said that the Agrienltural
Bank would do all the work. The Agri-
cultural Bank had not done the work that
the Minister promised and the people
have been sadly disappointed.  There
have been hundreds of refusals for leans
and I have some eorrespondence here that
would inferest the Premier.

The Premier: Read it out.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T am not going
to read it out. I have letters here from
men who have been refused advances. In
one case the trustees not only refused the
advanee but refunded the application fee,
presumably beeause the seeurity was satis-
factory. The managing trustee has no
r1ight to refuse an advance under the Aect;
of course he has diseretionary power,
covering the value of security and the
personal risk and when he found he had
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to refnse it, he thought, no doubt, a
£2,000 loan was too big for the funds
available, he refunded the inspection fee.
I cannot mention the name of the person
here, but I will give it to the Premier.

The Premier: It is due to the House
that it should have the name.

Aly. O’Loghlen: Was it to lift a mort-
gage?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T will gire par-
tienlars later. It was to lift a mortgage,
but we must remember that the Minister
for lLands said there would be no inquiry
and no questions asked, that the money
was to be had for the asking so long as
the seeurity was there.

The Premier: This is not a maternity
bonus.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T am protesting
that the public were told that £2,000
would be made available for farmers
having seeurity of a satisfactory charae-
ter. It has not been the custom of the
hank, and the Minister will admit that he
found it altogether impossible to say yes
to every applicant producing a satisfae-
tory security. The sum of £2,000 has
been advanced in a few cases, but the Min-
ister, if he gets a return, will find that
many applications have been refused.

Mre. O'Loghlen: Very few.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
should know and he shonld tell the House
whether he has found it impossible fo
meet the demands of these people whe
wanted £2,000. As the Act stands the
farmers are entitled to ask and get ad-
vances up to £2,000. It is sheer frand
on the part of Parliament to pass an Act
of the sort if the Minister has ihe right
to set it aside. YWhen we passed the Aet
of last session we did inealenlable harm.
because we brought down on the Agricul-
tural Bank demands from all quarters,
made at the instigation of private banks.
Money had become tight the farmer natur-
ally wanted 5 per cent. money, and in
many cases the banks were putting on
the serew. They said, “The Minister for
Lands has passed a Bill under which yon
can get £2,000 from the Government; go
and get it.”

The Premier: Can you mention any
one instanee?
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, many.
The Premier: Produce one,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: e had the case
of a ruined man who came down the other
dlay to see what he could do. He had been
called upon by a private bank to settle up.
It is of no use the Premier trying to
make a joke of it.  The people of the
country were led Lo believe that the lhimit
of the Agricultural Bank was £2,000, and
that all who bad satisfaclory security
were to get it. Will the Premier argue
that the £2,000 limit was for the chosen
few, and not for the many? Of course
he cannot argue anything of the sort. If
the limit be £2,000, then £2,000 should be
available to every reputable citizen who
produces salisfactory secority. Advances
should not be refused, except for want of
mouney, and in ihose eases it should be
clearly stated that the advance can not
be made for that very reason. Parlia-
ment has determined that this bank shall
be a bank with a £2,000 limi{, and the
Minister promised the Chamber that there
would be no diseriminaltion. He promised,
farther, that no questions would be asked.
He did not sce why the bank should know
how the money was (o be expended.
Will it be urged that because a man owes
£1,000 at 6 per cent. he has no right fo
ask the Agrienltural Bank to pay off that
mortgage with money costing 5 per eent.?
Of course he has a perfect right, The
Chamber should make it elear to the Min-
ister that they expect him not Lo disap-
point the people, and T am going to pro-
pose an amendment which will make it
imperative that all shall be treated alike.
I have no wish Lo go into details here as
to the advances, but if the Mimister will
inquire he will see that £2,000 has heen
advanced while in many instances refusals
have been made to people who wanted to
borvow fairly large amounts. It is not
necessary to say to the would-be bor-
rower, “You owe to someone else, and you
require the money to pay off someone
else.” Tt is altozether foreign to the Act
of last session and to the Minister's state-
ment when he introduced that measure.
I am prepared to believe that the Minister
was in earnest and meant to do all that
he promised: hut he promised withont
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knowing, His experience was not suffi-
cient fo show him the difficulties, and so,
for the first time in the history of this
bauk, men have been denied advances to
whieh they are entitled.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Did you not promise
to amend it in the same direction last
session ¥

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I promised to
make the limit £1,500 and if T had the
controlling of the bank the limit would
be £1,500, and would be available to all
with salisfactory security.

The Premier: You wounld get the money
in millions.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This is not a
joking matter at all, We are pledged to
the people, and so far as 1 am concerned
I am going Lo enter a protest against the
manner in which the people have been de-
ceived.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Scores of them have
had the benefit of the bank.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of eourse scores
of them year after year have had the
benefit of the bank. T am not talking
about the people who have been benefited,
but about the people who have been re-
fused; they are the people we should eon-
sider to-day.

Mr, ’Loghlen: The institution cannot
siand the lot,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T am much
obliged to the hion. member, who says the
institotion eannot stand the lot. TLet us
liave an institution with a limit that will
enable it to stand the lot. T enter my
protest against the henefits of the Aect
heing limited to a specinl few, and T will
ask the hon. member to assist me in in-
creasing lhe ecapital from £3,500,000 to
£4,000,000,

The Premier: You eanmol do that.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Well, T can try.

The Premier: You cannot even move
that.

Hon, J, MITCHELL: I did not hear
any Message referred to when the Bill
was introdaced.

Mr. SPEAKER: T
here.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Well, I am going
to urge the Minister to make the capital
four million pounds and so justify the

have a Message
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action of Parliawent in ioereasing the
limit from £750 to £2,000. This increase
of capital is altogether ridieulons in the
cireumstances., The Minister knows the
capital is too limited. Business cannot
be done for want of capital. This £500,000
by which he proposes to increase the
capital would give the £2,000 limit to 250
farwers. T contend that every man who
has satisfactory seenrity has an equal
right, and so I urge the Minister to en-
deavour to live up to the speech he made
in introducing the Act of iast session, and
give the House an opportunity of doing
Jjustice fo the State. 1f he desires to do ii
he will agree that this inerease of eapital
whieh he proposes is altogether too small.
It is necessary to incrense the capital by
£500,000 a year. The trusiees ean only
authorise advances to the extent of their
capital. These anthorised advaunces are
sometimes not drawn for months, some-
fines not at all, but hon. members will
see that it is impossible for the bank to
do more fhan agree to lend the total
amount voted by Parliament, and, as Par-
liament knows, it has been arranhged that
payments can be made as the work pro-
¢ceeds, and so it is imperative for the
trustees to be careful to keep within their
limits in fixing their authorisation. I
would like this point to be quite clear to
honr. members, because I think they
should join with e in wmrging the Minis-
ter to take authoritv sufficient to meel the
requirements of the Aet. I hope. loo,
that there will be no diserimination, that
all will be treat®d alike. Here again I
venture to say that when the tfrustees did
diseriminate they had no option, beeause
they had to grant a multiplicity of smaller
horrowers money which conseguently had
to be denied to large borrowers, because
“only a few large borrowers eould be ac-
commodated with the ecapital available.
Not only are we asked to increase the
capital by too small an amount, but it is
incredible that we should be asked to
incvease the interest rate on money to be
horrowed by farmers who are already
struggling hard. We are asked to increase
the interest on cerfain advances to 6 per
cent. We had an improvement bank, and
then we were told that it should o by

the board and that we should have a
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mortgage bank. Having got that, with a
rate of 5 per cent,, and bhaving had it for
twelve months, the Minister finds it ad-
visable to alter the rate on advances fov
purposes other than direet improvements
to § per cent. A man will pay 6 per
cent, on machinery and stoeck advances,
and on advances for the purpose of pay-
ing off {iabilities, or for any purpose
other than for the work of actually clear-
ing the land. This is illogical and wrong,
If 5 per cent. is right in the case of a
man effecting lwprovements it is right
also in the case of a man buying Lorses
and machinery, or borrowing woney io
pay oft liabilities. In the case of a man
who receives progress payments for work
to he done there is mueh greater cost set
against the bank, so the advantage the
Minister veferred to in introducing the
Bill of last session, the advantage to the
Crown in lending money, if we are to
regard the Crown as a money-lender,
does not refer to any advances made to
pay off liabilities. The Minister has said
that intevest is higher, that money is dear,
and so (hey must have more for their
money than they had previously. I would
like to point out to the Minister that under
the Agrieultural Bank Aet he may not
pay more than 4 per cent. for his money;
vet lie has made no atterapt to increase
the rate which he may pay. It is unneces-
sary to have two per cent. to cover the cost
of running the bank. Yet the Minister pro-
poses there shall be a clear two per cent.
between the rate paid for money and that
charged for money. Will the Minister tell
us why he wants this 2 per cent., and why
he diseriminates where he said there would
be no diserimination? I protest againsi
an increase in the rate to he charged, he-
cause | believe two per cent. is altogether
unneegssary. If the Minister for Lands
had shown us that in order to accom-
modnte people he would he obliged to pay
more than 4 per cent. for money, we
would, of ecourse, have had to give some
consideration to his suggested amendment
of the rate of interest to be charged; but
he has not done that, nor has he taken
power to pay more than 4 per cent. He
rightly said the Savings Bank monev is
convenient hecanse they can draw from
day to day as they require it for cus-
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tomers. 1t simply means that the Agri-
culfural Bank is not obliged to keep a
capital of its own, but uses the Savings
Bank eapital and so saves interest on
working capital. [ believe that so far
as the Savings Bank is concerned the
passing of it will be a very serious blow
to the operations of the Agricultural Bank
and 1 suppose when Mr, Fisher opens his
Commonwealth Bank here on the 1st
January next we shall lose a good deal
of the Savings Bank money. There are
over four millions now in the bank and
it will be clearly understood by everyone
that more money will be available for
the Commonwealth Bank than for our
State Savings Bank. Now T urge the
borrowing of English money for this pur-
pose. The Minister said that it eould
not be done.

The Minister for Lands:
it eould not be done.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:  Advantage-
ously, certainly. The Minister combated
my suggestion that the money should be
borrowed in England,

The Minister for Lands:

1 did not say

Absolutely
no.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1
pleased to hear it.

The Minister for Tands:
would probably have to do it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T understood
the Minister fo disagree with my conten-
lion that the money should be borrowed iu
England. T would point out to the Min-
ister that he evuld lodge certain Agrieul-
fural Bank bonds with the Agent General
in London and arrange by cable from iime
to time for amounts to be raised as he
needs them. Year after year the amount
loaned by the Agricultural Bank inereases,
and that means that money has to be
borrowed from some place. I wonld sug-
west that the Minister consider seriously
the question of borrowing at home now.
We ought to give those people the aec-
commodation we promised them, and the
Minister ought to get the money away
from Australia, because the taking of
money away from cirenlation in this State
at the present time wounld probably be
deing as much barm as he does good by
bis Agricultural Bavk loans. If the Pre-

am very

I said we
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mier, for instance, sent Agricultural Bank
bonds to the Eastern States it would
stmply mean that money would be drawn
from cireulation here to take up those
bonds. I contend that the private banks
should have heen encouraged. The
very fact that the Minister is putting
up the rate to four per cent. will
have the effect of further hardening
the rvates charged by the private
banks. The hank rate for advances on
freehold securities was down to five per
cent, a few years ago and it is to-day up
to eight per eent., and I think the Minister
for Lands' proposal is very unwise at this
stage of our history and mnst mean dearver
money. Tt has to be remembered that in
the past Australian banking was carried
on in a way altogether different from the
ordinary banking of the world. OQur
banks were really banks that devoted
themselves to the improvement of the
country. They loaned money on mertgage
against farms or for investment, but with
the taking over of the note issue by the
Federal Government and by the fact of
many of our Treasurers borrowing money
within the States, banking methods have
changed, and I fear we shall not again
have the banks of usefulness that we have
had up till now. So I believe that these
changes justify the Minister in going still
further witlr the Agrienitural Bank than
he has done. T believe it would be well if
in addifion to meeting ihe requirements
intended to be met by the bank we now
have, he would inelude amongst the things
the bank eould advance Tnovey for, the
pulting in and taking off of the erop. It
raust he rvemembered that the eropping
charge against the farmer is considerable,
As I have previously pointed out, over u
million and a quarter of money will have
been invested by (he people who put in
the million odd acres of crop we have
harvested this year. Tt is impossible for
the farmers to have had this money, and if
the use of the ordinary banks is to be re-
siricted we should fill the gap if we can.
and I believe we can if the Minister will
make his capital sufficient and extend the
Act to cover the things I have mentioned.
T have pointed onl to the Minister that

money has not been available in the past.
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I hope bhe will remember that, when deal-
ing with the measure in Commitiee and
permit some of the amendments I have
menlioned. It would nol be so easy a
maiter to urge all these things if it were
not for the fact that the life of the country
depends on the development of agrieul-
ture, and the development of agrieulture
depends, to a greater degree than ever
hefore, npon the operations of the Agri-
cultural Bank. Tet us make it possibie
tor the development we all believe in to
be proceeded with. Tet development go
on apace, and let the agriculturists be
given money at as low a rate of interest
as possible and for a term sufficient to
enable them to pay off their liabilities.
Every one knows that the work of making
a farm is a eostly oue, so costly that we
can well advance money for a fair term
of years in order that the work may be
thoronghly done. But the Minister pro-
poses, in conneclion with the horrowing
of money to pay off a mortgage, that the
trustees shall have the right to say what
the term of the loan shall be. There may
be some eases where that is all right, but
if one man is to have 30 years in which
to repay money horrowed to make a farm,
why should not the man who borrows
money on an improved farm have an
equally fair chance to pay off his debt ¢
The Minister gave no good reason for the
alteration in this regard, but I bhave no
doubt be will do so in Committee. In the
neantime I see no reason for the change.
I urge the Minister to give very serious
consideration to the needs of the farmer.
T can assure him in all honesty and with-
out wishing to criticise the work of the
past, that we are faced with a time of
difficulty, and so far as T ecan read the
signs there will not be for years the same
desire on the part of the ordinory banks
te take up mortgage business that existed
in the past, so that farmers are placed in
an altogether different situation. I think
the Minister should extend the usefulness
of the bank. People have been disap-
pointed during the past twelve months, and
T know full well that many will have to be
refused during the next twelve months un-
less this capital is made much larger.
There has been no desire to meet the re-
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quirements of the people to any extent up
to £2,000, which is the present aunthorised
limit for any individual foan. The Pre-
mier knows that the bank must have much
more money if it is to give effect to the
Act as it stands to-day. I want this bank
to be a real thing, The Minister cannof
extend its operations too far to suit me,
but T do not want it to be a sham. If we
tell the people that we will lend them up
to £2,000 let us do it, but the Government
have no intention of doing that. So little
intention have they of lending the people
this £2,000 that they propose to give the
trustees an amount that will not ensable
them to give effect to that clause in the
Bill. T have nothing more to say except
to again express the hope that the Min-
ister will endeavour to make this bank do
the work that the people expect it to do.
It is not doing that work now, and I think
it is to the everlasting disgrace of the Gov-
ernment that men have been disappointed
and refused as they have been during the
last twelve months,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan) :
The Lon. member for Northany, in bringe-
ing a eharge against the Minister for Lands
that he had heen inconsicderate in his
treatment of the Ffariners, attempted ot
one nr two stages to produce some evi-
dence to prove his asscrtion, but when he
was ¢hallenged to adduce something de-
finite by way of letters sent by the bank
to the farmers he carefully shifted his
ground and got on to another traek. T
do not propose to follow him in the whole
of his arguments, if they can be termed
snch, more than to say that the volume
of business done by the bank last year
1s sufficient to prove that the farmers
are being treated as liberally, if not
wore liberally, by the present Govern-
ment than ever previously in the hListory
of the State.

Mr. Monger : I retire.

The PREMIER : The hon. member
had better retire to the eorridor where he
spends so muech of his time,

Mr. Monger : I ean never make a mild
interjection withoul the Premier trying
to be very rude.

Mr. SPEAKER : I do not think the
lron. member has much to complain about
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because in rising from his seat and
saying that he would retire he was show-
ing disconrtesy and rudeness to the Pre-
mier.

The PREMIER : As I was saying
the volume of business done by the bank,
ig the best answer that can he given to
the statements made by the hon. member
for Northam that the Minister has not
been considerate in his attitude fowards
the farmer. I want to explain that for
a long time we have been endeavouring
to impress upon our friends in Opposi-
tion that we have passed through a very
trying period in the history of the State
during the last twelve months, but not-
withstanding that very trying period we
have gone to the assistance of the far-
mers in sueh a way that they are grateful
to the Government and have expressed
their appreciation on many occasions.
But we might easily, bad we desired, in
order to avoid some of the difficulties
which I may eclaim were faced holdly
and manfolly, have eclosed up to
some extent the operations of the
Agricultural  Bank, partiealarly in
view of the fact that a great
demand was made on the bank by those
who had accepted the offer previously
made by the chartered banks to lend
money just as freely as the farmers were
prepared to accept it. I want to say
here that the fact that the chartered
banks thought it desirable some years
ago, when we had magnificent seasons, fo
have agents in the country offering money
and almost compelling the farmers to take
it, without being very ecautious about
their seeurity, should no! ecompel us, when
a trying period overiakes ihe State, fo
boldly step into the breach and say, “Not-
withstanding the condition of your se-
enrity we will 1ift your mortgage with the
chartered banks.’”’ Of course this matter
is kept apart altogether from party con-
siderations, but if we had eared to take
into consideration the attitude adopted
by the banks in order to prejudice the
Labour party in the eyes of the people,
we might easily, as a counterblast, have
refused fo assist all the farmers who had
got into the elutches of the private banks
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and on whom the institutions were trying
to foreclose.

Hon, J. Mitchell :
fose, .

The PREMIKR : There is nothing in
the Aet which compels the trustees to
lend money to all and sandry. The trus-
tees have power to use their discretion,
and I, as Treagurer, have power to re-
fuse to lend them money if I think it is in
the interests of the State to so refuse.
Whilst the irustees are operating as a
hank and are responsible to us that the
money provided for them by Parliament
is properly loaned, yet the finding of the
money rests with the Treasurer.

Hon. J. Mitchell : You must find the

You could not re-

money.

The PREMIER : 'The hon. member
is stating what is incorrect.

Hon. J. Mitchell : Buat Parlinment

says yon must provide the money.

The PREMIER :  Parliament 'says
nothing of the kind. It increases the
capital to a certain extent, but if, as
Treasurer, I consider that it is not ad-
visable to find the money that the trus-
tees desire I can refuse to do so. Surely
the hon. member mnst appreciate the fact
that if it should happen that we had to
pay an exorbitant rate for our money

on. J. Mitehell: But yon cannot pay
more than 4 per cent. under the Act.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
knows very well ihat that itzelf may pre-
vent the Treaswrer from finding the
money.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You must try to get
it.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
shifting his ground. I say there is no
compulsion,

Hon. J. Mitebell: I say you are com-
pelled.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

The PREMIER: T am not c¢ompelled.
The hon. member says that T am only fo
find the money as long as I can get it at
4 per cent.; and he sees that if T eannot
get it at 4 per cent. I could take ad-
vantage of that faet and refnse to ad-
vanee money to the Irustees of the bank
for the purpose of helping the farmers to
get out of the clutches of the chartered
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bavks. But we have not done that.
While we have provided further money
to assist the farmers in elearing and im-
proving their land, at the same time we
bave given them assistance to get rid of
liabilities to private institutions, and this
was through the wvery trying period
through which the State has been passing.
T want bhoth these facts to be faken in
conjunction.

Hon. T. Mitchell: But you inereased
the limit to £2,000.

The PREMTER : It is absolutely in the
discretion of the trustees of the bank as
to whether they shall advance to the limit,
and that was absolutely understood by
Parliaiwent when the provision was made.

Hon. J. Mitchell : No, it was not.

The PREMIER: What is the use of
the hon. member taking up such an atti-
tude?

Hon. J. Mitchell: The Minister for
Liands said there would be no discretion.
The PREMIER: The hon. member is

endeavouring io make the Minister for -

Jaands as irresponsible a person as he is.
It is only such an individual as the mem-
ber for Northam who would make snch a
statement as that, that we are not going
to ask any questions abont security or
anything else, and thal we are fo lend
the money to all and cundry, all they ask
for. Surely the hon. member as a man-
ager of a hank wounld not suggest such a
thing.

Hon. J. Mitchell: On a point of order,
1 said nothing of the sort. I made no
such assertion, that we shonld advance
money without security.  The trustees
must have the security.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a poini
of order it is an interjeetion.

The PREMIER: The hon. member con-
tinnally says that the Minister for Lands
stated no questions would be asked and
that the money wounld be found and lent
to the farmers withont any questions he-
ing asked, but the position is too ridieul-
ons for this Chamher to consider. We
must ask questions to decide whether the
seenrity is vight. The best answer to the
hon. member is the amount we loaned last
year under different purposes.

3847

Hon. J. Mitchell: What has that to do
with it?

The PREMIER: It has everything to
do with it. One would imagine by the
hon, member’s remurks that we closed
down the bank for the last 12 months,

Hon. J. Mitchell: You did, to a lot of
people.

Mr., Munsie: Did you ever turn down
applicants?

The PREMIER: The hon. member
knew nothing about it. He left it to the
trustees, the same as we are doing. He
found the money and the trusiees loaned
it. Ilas he not come to the ITouse as Min-
ister for Lands and boasted of the fact
that the frustees of the bank were the
gentlemen to decide. . Fe left it in their
control; we are doing the same, the only
difference being that by the liberalisation
of the eonditions under which loans are
made we are having a greater demand
upon the Treasury. For the year ending
30tk June, 1911, when our friends oppo-
site were in power, they lent £283,157
through the Agricultural Bank, of which
only £4,517 was to lift liabilities.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Of course interest
was cheap outside then.

The PREMIER: T want to make the
point that of this £2383,000 only £4,500
was loaned for this purpose.

“Hon. J. Mitchell: We did not profess
to do that.

The PREMIER: For the last financial
vear ending 30th June, 1912, we loaned
from the Agricultural Bank £405,942, or
£122,000 more than our friends opposite
in the immediate preceding year, and we
did it at a time when we had depressing
conditions in the State, and when money
was not flowing so freely as when they
were in power, with the result it had on
the condition of the Savings Bank de-
posits, which the hon. member will admit.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The Savings Bank
deposits have inereased.

The PREMIER: In the year following
the greatest harvest experienced in West-
ern Australia all they could find was
£283.157, of which they advanced £4,517
to 1ift liabilities, whereas we found
£405,942 in the worst period of the State,
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and of this £43,267 was to relieve farm-
ers from the pressure of chartered banks.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What did you refuse
to find?

Mr., Munsie: Not as much as you did.

The PREMIER: I want to mention
that we authorised £33,000 for the pur-
pose of lifting liabilities, but only £43,000
was taken up, but we pledged ourselves
to provide £88,000 for the purpose.

My, O’Loghlen: The private banks
would not release them.

The PREMIER: Probably; and then
the hon. member says we refused to do
this. We approved of £83,000 and we
pledged ourselves to find that amount,
while £405,000 was actvally taken up by
the agrienlturists in this State.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What is the unse of
multiplying the limit by three if that is
the best you can do?

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
cannot find a better argument against the
Government than the operations of the
-Agricnltural Bank it is undoubtedly wealr,

We find that £405,000 was advanced last "

year, but what is the position to-day?
The very moment that the hon. member is
complaining about the bank refusing to
advanee to farmers——

Hon. J. Mitchell: Why did you put up
the rate?

The PREMIER: Never mind about the
rate. I am only trying to tell the hon.
meither something about the operations
of the bank he knows nothing about, For
the four months of this ecurrent financial
~vear up to the 31st October we authorised
£249.425, almost as mueh as the hon.
member did in his full year.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Have you paid that
away? :

The PREMIER: We have paid away
£223.,000.

Hon. J. Mitehell: That is very good.
Multiply it by three and you will be all
right.

The PREMIER: The hon. member evi-
dently recognises the weakness of his
ease,

Hon. Jf. Mitchell: How many men have
you refused?

The PREMIER: This money has been
paid away already in the first four months
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of the financial year, but I can tell him
something better than that—that at the
very mowment the hon. member is com-
plaining that we are not assisting the
farmers in the hands of the chartered
banks we are providing £70,393 to lift
liabililies, only about 20 times the amount
the hon. member provided in lis whole
year; and yet the hon. member says we
are not trying to assist the agrienlturists
against the pressuie of the chartered
banks,

Mr, Layman: Theve is plenty of scope
for you to continne. :

The PREMIER:
croaker.

Mr. Layman: I appreciate the work
the bank is doing.

The PREMIER : The hon. member ap-
parently appreciates the work the bank
is doing, and he will not support the
statements of the member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitchell). On the contrary I
contend the member for Northam spoke
out of his turn. He did not first furnish
himself with the proper information.
There is oo record to compare wilh the
operations of the Agrieultural Bank for
the past four months. There is nothing
on reeord in any part of Australia te
compare with it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: It is only £2,000 to
110 people, if each wot the limit.

The PREMIER : The hon. member will
harp on the question of the limit.

Hon. J. Mitechell: Tt is all-important.

There is another

The PREMIER: It is not all-im-
portant. The object of making the limi-

tation was to give discretion to the trus-
tees of the bank if they thought it desir-
able, so that if they thought settlers should .
be loaned up to £2.000 they should be able
to do it.

Hon. J. Mitchell : To discriminate ?

The PREMIER : It allows them to
discriminate to a pound if they like.

Hon. J. Mitehell : I think I will have
a sleep now.

The PREMIER: Does the hon. mem-
ber intend to lead the House to believe
that if a farmer asks for £3500 the trus-
tees shonld not be able to quesiion him as
to whether it should be £300 or £3007?
Frequently the trustees discriminate, not
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from ihe standpoint of the land itself,
but from the standpoint of the man who
i« acenpying it and working it. Is it not
wise to do so?
*Hon. J. Mitehell?

The PREMIER : The hon. member
will appreciate the fact that the security
of the land itself is not always taken
into account, and that while one may
make an application for £2,000 and be
turned down after consideration by the
tstees, another man may obtain it. I
hope that will always be done, and that
we wi'l poi liave the policy in the bank
that the hon. member urces, that the
irnstees shounld lend ithe money without
asking any questions.

Mr. Dooley : The hon.
not mean that.

The PREMIER : That is what the
hon ‘member says. It would be a policy
that wonld bring abount ruination to the
bank, to the settlers, and to the State
as a whole. We have heard a lot about
the Treasurer looking serious at the ques-
tion of finding money.

Hon. J. Mitehell : He ought to.

.The PREMIER : It looks as if T am
very serious abont the matter when 1
point out that I have found £223,000 for
the four months of this ycar at the time
onr friends opposite have been eroaking
and permitting all and sundry to do such
injury in regard to further loans by
sending telegrams to the Eastern States
to print in the srgus what they wonld
not print in our local journal.

Hon. J. Mitehell : Who sent them?

The PREMIER : The friends of mem-
bers opposite, the Liberals.

Hon., J. Mitehell : 1 deny that any
member of this side of the House did
any such thing.

The PREMIER : T am not referring
to the hon, member, 1 am referring to
these he represents, the Liberals of the
State, who would do anything in the in-
terests of their party, even to the extent
of injuring the initerests of the State.
In the last four or five weeks they have
done more to injure the interests of the
State than ever in the
State, and it was all done for the pur-
pose of damaging this party.
[134]

They must do that.

member does

hisiory of the-

Those gen- .
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tlemen on every oceasion talk about pat-
viotism to the Empire. 1 say the first duty
is to be patriotic tu one’s Siate, even if
it means at times to put one’s party in
the baekground, but our friends opposite
are more concerned about rarly and their
desire to damage the Labour party thawn
they are concerned with the interests of
Lhe State.

Hon. J. Mitchell : We are not.

The PREMIER: Why was it desived
to publish telegrams in the .lrgus dam-
aging the State ¢

Hon. J. Mitehell :  Who published
them ¢
The PREMIER: Cur friends op-

posite, or those they represent, the so-
called liiberals, are responsible for sup-
plying information in telegrams which
our principal morning journal, the West
Australion, refused to publish because
they knew it was discrediting the inter-
ests of the State. But our friends oppos-
ite are not concerned about that; they.
are more covcerned with the interests of
the party. Does it look as if we are unable
to obtain money when we are able o pro-
vide £250,000 in four months of this bad
vear to lend to the farmers, when our
friends could only lend £283,000 in their-
vear at a time when the State had the
best harvest in its history? Is it not
time our friends opposite knocked off
their croaking; when they find we are
doing something in the interests of the
State, is 1t not time they gave us eredit.
for doing something 7

Hon. .J. Mitchell: Then why put off
men from the public works?

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
again shifting ground. He finds that
Lhere iz nothing in his arguments and now
he asks why should we put off men from
the public works.

Hon. .J. Mitchell: You say you can get
the money, well, zet the money.

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
know all about that in time. T have never
been refused monev when I have asked
for it, but T know that it was the edneern
of our friends opposite, and they - have
done their very best, to prevent us getting -
money, but the interests of the State will -
be considered by thoserwho desire to in=*
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vest money and not the interests of the
party as desired by our friends opposite.
However, I do not propose to follow the
arguments of the hon, member any fur-
ther. I have shown the House by the
figures I bave quoted that the farmer has
got more consideration from the opera-
tions of the Agricultural Bank during
the past year than ever previously in the
hisiory of the State, and at the very mo-
ment that the hon. memher is accusing us
of refusing to render proper assistance
to the agriculturists we have done as much
in four months as they did in twelve
months.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You are an optimist.

The PREMIER : Whether I atm or not
I hope I will ever be one of those who
have the courage to stand up for the
credit of the State and who do not try to
beliltle it on every occasion,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Who does that?

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
and his colleagues opposite have not been
doing it during this session I have yet to
learn what it means.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You said the Liberals
did it.

The PREMIER : I am not accusing the
hon, member of being one, but our friends
opposite are endeavouring to diseredit the
State. The hon. member now demands
the right in something else. I am speak-
ing of what is oceurring at the present
moment. I hope the time has arrived
when our friends opposite will cease from
eroaking and see the wisdom of assisting
the State.

Mr. Layman: We all enjoy seeing you
get unlimited credit.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
too amnsing for notice. T would rather
believe that he is still acting as whip of
his party, and therefore must take his
poliecy from his leaders siiting on the
front hench, and that even if it means dis-
crediting the State he will whip the party
up to it. T have no misgivings ahont the
future operations of the Agrieultural
Bank, but T want to ask the House, when
we are finding this huge sum of money
at four per cent., interest, is it desirable
that we should continue to relieve the
farmers of their obligations with the char-
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tered banks immediately we strike a bad
period in the State, farmers who are re-
sponsible for the position in whieh they
have got themselves? I say we should
only do it as far as it assists the agrieul-
tural industry and not the individual.

Mr. Gill; And partienlarly not the
chartered banks.

The PREMIER: 1f the action of the
chartered banks during the last few
months has been detrimental to the in-
dostry ——

Mr. Layman: It is worse than detri-
mental, it is eriminal.

The PREMIER: Well I hope the hon.
member is speaking with the authority

and in the eapaecity of whip of his
party. If it bhas been criminal I
am not going to refuse to borrow

money al any price within reason
for the purpose of assisting those in the
agricultnral industry, but I bhave yet to
learn that it is possible to do more than
we have been doing. Within four menths
we have, to the extent of £70,000, re-
lieved the strain put on farmers hy the
chartered banks, besides lending the
farmers over £180,000 on improve-
ments. Under the circumstances I
think 1 have said sufficient to prove
that the operations of the Agricul-
tural Bank are more liberal to-day than
at any time previously, and that through
the bank we have dome a great deal to
prevent disaster to the agricultural in-
dustry. Therefore, is it not a fair thing
to ask those who have previously run to
the chartered banks, which can put on the
serew whenever they desire, that instead
of dealing with the chartered banks they
should bring themselves under the opera-
tions of the Agrienltural Bank, in which
position, so long as they make the interest
payments and the proportionate instal-
ments due, they will never have pressure
put on them, no matter what the condi-
tion of the State may be? But if they
prefer to go to the chartered banks and
pay seven, eight, or nine per cent. in good
times, just in order that they may get a
little more than the Agrieultural Bank will
lend them, is it fair that we should borrow
money at any price for the purpose of
coming to the assistance, not so much of
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the agriculturiste themselves as of the
chartered banks? I say it is not fair.
‘We have doue all that we can do, and it
is not fair that we should be asked io pro-
vide at five per cent. money to lift these
six or seven per cent. mortgages. | con-
tend that the Bill is a fair one to all
[-arties, and should be aceepted.

Hon. I B, LEFROY (bMioorve): I think
there is much in what the Premier has
said. It is not incumbent upon the Slate
to lift mortgages of the chartered banks
at a rate of interest as low as that at
which the Agricultural Bank is prepaved
to advance money for improvements on
property on first mortgage. 1t is not un-
reasonable that if a man desires to lift a
mortgage 50 as to enable him to obtain
an advance from the State at five per
cent., he shounld at any rate have to pay
a vate rather in exeess of what he is
likely to obtain money from the Agvieul-
tural Bank for. I would like to draw the
attention of the Government fo the Fact
that the large area of country beiween
here and Geraldton is utterly exempt from
the operations of the Agricultural Bank,
and T regret that no means have been de-
vised by the Government under which (e
men who have taken up areas from the
Midland Railway Company ean bhe as-
sisted by the Agrieultural Bank. This is
an important area of eountry, a splendid
wheat-producing country, and there are to
be found in it many erops which, this sea-
son. will go as high as 40 bushels of wheat
lo the acre. I'his is just thé time when
these people are likely fo require assist-
ance, owing to the fact that those who
purehased land from the Midland Rail-
way Company were unable under the Act
to obtain advances from the Agricullural
Bank. This land bas been taken up by
persons with a certain amount of means,
limited in many instances, and now, at
this period of their operations, many of
them are coming to the end of that limit.
Now is the time the assistance of the Agri-
cultural Bank wonld be invaluable to
them. Moreover, as power is given under
the Aect to advance money to pay off
mortgages, it seems to me theve 1s a way
out of this difficulty by the Government
advancing money to pay off the amount
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due to the Midland Railway Company,
and then bringing these people under the-
operations of the Agvienltural Bank with-
out any risk whalever to the State. For
inslance, a man who has bought 1,000
acres from the Midland Company at, say,
£1 per acre pays 10 per cent. deposit and
13 annual instalments on the balance,
with interest added al four per eent. Sup-
pose that man has purchased 1,000 acres;
he pays up the £100 deposit and the bal-
ance of the £1,000 is paid off in annual
instalments of virtually £60 with fonr per
cent. added.

The Minister for Lands: Is it four per
cent. or five per cent.?

Hen. H. B. LEFROY: 1t is four per
cent. Say a man has held his land for
five years: he will have paid off his £100
deposit, and in five years will have paid
another £300; so that will bave brought
the lability on his land down (o £600.
He may have clenred 500 acres out of
his 1,000 acres, built a home, fenced, and
perhaps paid for water provision. Now
he desires to continue operations and elear
the rest of his land, and at tlus time an
advanee from the Aprienltral Bank wounld
he of the very greatest assistance fo him.
¥ think, therefore, the State would be
running no risk in paying off the Midland
Railway Company the halance of £600 on
sueh a property as I speak of, for which
the seftler has to pav £1,000, and opon
whieh will be found improvements prob-
ably to the value of another £1,000. The
State will bhe aequiring a mortgage on
property worth certainly £2,000. The
State will be paying to the Midland Com-
pany, which is not in the position of a
chartered bank, the som of £600, and thus
will enable the owner to borrow another
couple of hundred pounds with which to
clear the rest of his holding, and get the
whole of it into working order. If as-
sistance such as this could he given to
many settlers in this area it would be of
great advantage fto the State. 1 fully
recognise that, as far as the railways are
concerned, the State would not benefit by
the increased produetion of this land;
but still in other ways the State would
beneflt, althongh the Government railwayvs
may not get any traffic, for every 100
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acres brought into use and rendered pro-
ductive is of great value to the State, out-
side the question of bringing traffic to the
railways. The Minister for Lands was
good enough to inferm me last session
thai he would go intoe this question, but up
o the preszent, I believe, he has not been
able to devise any scheme by which the
settlers in that area might be assisted.
At the same time 1 am quite eertain the
Minister must be sympathelic lowards
them, although it has been the policy of
the past to as litile as possible assist the
development of the Midland Company’s
country, owing to the faet that the rail-
way does not belong to the State. T re-
cognise that has been the accepted policy
of the past, and if there is any objection
to be raised against that poliey it is not
to be laid at the doors of the present Gov-
ernment any more than at those of past
Governments.

The Minister for Lands: Not so much,

Hon, H, B. LEFROY: The Midland
railway is still in the hands of a privale
company, but I am pleased to say that
the railway is being run very much better
than it was in the past), and every assist-
ance is being rendered fo settlers to lift
their produce and enable them to get to
market. TFor that reason I think the Gov-
ernment might take this matter into con-
sideration and endeavonr to help those
settlers in that vast area of eountry.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: Would the Mid-
land Railway Company lift their mort-
age to allow the Agricultural Bank to get
a first mortgage?

[Mr. McDowall took the Chair.)

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : Under the Agni-
cultural Bank Aet the money cannot be
advanced except on first mortgaze. That
is perfectly right. I have nothing to say
against that; still if the Government were
able to lift that morigage, as they have
the power to do, then they would come in
as first mortgagees and mizht be able to
render the settlers a certain amount of
agsistanee: perhaps not so much as they
render to sefilers in other parts of West-
ern Australia. but still something might
be done o render assistanee to those in
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this district who require it. There are
wany settlers in this area who do not re-
quire assistance. Some have been estab-
lished for a long time, and others have
been men of capital from the beginning.
They, of eourse, do not require assistance.
But there are many men of limited neans
in Western Australia, and we want io
sec these men settled on the land, These
men, perhaps, have a few hundred pounds
and after this money has been spent they
get inlo difficulties owing to their funds
being depleted. Those are the people the
Agricultural Bank was intended to assist.
The bank was not eslablished so much for
the people who go on to the land with
nothing at all, beeause it is impossible for
men to go on the land with nothing. A
man requires so many things in the first
inslanee {o enalle him to make a start;
it is very diffieult for a man to go on
the land without some capital. He has
his team to buy, horses, ecarts, and
ploughs, and machinery to purchase, and
it is impossible for a man to go on
the land with nothing at all, unless to
save time he spends six months of the
year in taking contract work and in this
way making money. I hope the Minister
for Lands has not lost sight of this matier.
I shall be glad to hear that he has been
giving it his attention. It has exereised
the minds very materially of a large num-
ber of settlers in this area, extending
from Midtand Junction to Walkaway, and
if any means ean be devised by which
assistance can be given to those seitlers
by paying off the Midland Railway Com-
pany and taking a fivst mortgage on the
land, the Government will be doing a
great benefit to the people and a lasting
benefit to the State. I shall he glad to
hear that the Minister has considered the
question, and I shall be glad to learn, and
it will be interesting for the House to
learn, and for the people to learn, whether
the Minister has found the ohjections
there are to sturting on a scheme such
as I have mentioned insurmounntable. As
far as the Bill itself is eoncerned T cannot
see fhat really tlere is any very great
objection to it. The Agricultural Bank
has been of very great advantage. and I
am sure the Government are desirons of
seeing that the hank should, during their
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regime at any rate, be of equal advantage
to the farmers of Western Australia,
while at the same time conserving the
interesis of the State. .

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin): I heartily congrafulate the
Mimster for Lands in introducing this
Bill, the object of which is to increase the
capital of the Agricultural Bank by half
a niillion pounds, thus making the capital
3% million pounds. I find on looking at
the last available report of the Agricul-
tural Bank, unamely that for the year
ending 30th June, 1911, that up to that
date ihe bank had actually advanced
£1,540,241, for which amount improve-
ments to the value of £1,729,291 had been
efiected. 1t is certainly remarkable that
although the Government have only been
in power for one year they have had to
increase the capital of the bank twice,
bringing it, as now proposed, up to 3%
millions; and the Premier has told us
that the bank are advancing now at the
rate of practically a quarter of a million
pounds every four months, which is as
muoch as the late Government advanced in
a whole year. This shows the splendid
work the present Government have done
in liberalising the Agricultural Bank. At
the same time I would have cordially sup-
ported the Minister for Lands if he had
seen fit, while he was about it, to decide
fo increase the capital of this institution
to five million pounds. There is no doubt
the Agrienltural Bank requires to be
largely strengthened to meet the require-
ments of the people on the land and to
fight the private banks, and even if the
meney was not raised in London or else-
where straight away I would have heen
glad to see the Minister increase the capi-
tal to five millions while he was about il.
If the advances are te continue at the
rate of a quarter of a million every four
months, and T hope at a mueh greafer
rate than ihat in the immediate future,
we shall certainly require a greater eapital
than that now pronosed. T wish in pass-
ing to briefly refer to the attitude the
members of the Liberal party have taken
over this measure. It is gratifying to see
their complete converston to our poliey pf
a liberal Agvienltural Bank, and it is also
gratifying to see that they are anxious
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that the eapital of the Agricultural Bank
shall be so largely inereased especially as
we remember that less than two years ago
when the Liberal party were administer-
ing the government of this country they
strongly opposed any liberalising of the
Agriceultural Bank. The limit of advance
at that time was £750, and when the
member for Albany tried to increase the
amount that could be made to a settler
to £1,000, the member for Northam, then
the Minister for Lands, opposed it stren-
uously by voice and by his vote.

Hon. J. Mitehell: He wanted to buy
machinery.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: And that nn-
fortunate action was followed by the
whole of his party at that time. The
member for Albany did propose that the
amount available for machinery should
be increased from £100 to £250, which the
member for Northam opposed. The mem-
ber for Albany also made a second pro-
positien that the amount of advance
should be increased to £1,000 irrespective
of the purpose to which the money was
requited, and the late Government op-
posed that. T hope the farmers will con-
trast the present action of the Govern-
ment with the action of the lale Govern-
ment. As soon as the present (overn-
ment came into office they made
the limit available to each farmer £2,000,
subject to the diseretion of the trustees,
I would like to point out that at the time
when the limit was £750 under the con-
servative administration of the late Min-
ister for Lands, that is at the end of 1910,
only eleven people had sueceeded in get-
ting the limit of £750, and the hon. mem-
ber quoted that as a reason that a larger
limit was not required, aithough he knew
that reason was not the correet one. T
am glad that under the present Govern-
ment the administration has improved,
and the limit for advances has largely.
inereased.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They eannot get the
money. '

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: They are get-
ting the wmoney, and the Labour Govern-
ment have advaneced more money to the
farmers in the last four months than’
you gave them in » year. Although to-.
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day the farmers are obtaining from the
Agricultural Bauk more money in four
months than previously . they got in
a year. 1 would Ilike to see far-
mers  getting in a month more than
the late Government gave them in a year,
and I believe it will come {o that. 1
am sorry in iniroducing this measnre that
the Minister for Lands has not deeided
to decrease the application fee of one per
ceni. that is required by the bank. Now
that we are making such large advances
and people are applying for £1,000,
£1,500, and £2,000 at a time, I think the
application fee should be reduced to an
amount sufficient to ecover the actunal
cost of inspection by the Agrienltural
Bank offiecer. Ti was never intended that
we should ask a man to deposit as
mueh as £20 with his application for a
loan, and fthat the bhank should retain
that amount. T lLope the Minister will
consent to amend the Act so that the de-
posit with the application shall be only
enough to cover {he cost of {he inspection.
At any rate if a larger deposit is required
to be lodged only a sufficient fee {o
cover the cosi of the inspection should be
retained by the bank after the application
18 dealt with. T wish to express my dis-
agreement with the proposal to increase
the interest to 6 per eeni. on certain loans.
The Government are still retaining the in-
terest at & per cent. on all loans for future
improvements on the land. That will cer-
tainly cover most of the advances being
made, but when a man has done improve-
menis with money from a private hank-
ing institution and the Agrienltural Bank
afterwards decided to take him over, it
should not be desired to penalise him by
charging him 6 per cent. interest, especi-
ally as we remember the Savings Bank
are only paying 3 per cenf. interest to de-
positors, and that all our loans so far
have heen floated under four per cent.
Wiy is it this inerease is being made?

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): Because we are paying more for
money.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Not yet. We
are not paying the Savings Bank more.
Surely one per ¢ent. is a sufficient margin

for all expenses. I cannot understand why
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it iz not. because the last report of the
Agrienltural Bank available, that for the
Year ending 30th June, 1911, says that the
profit for the year was £6,752 18s. 64. as
against £6,823 3s. 11d. for the preceding
year. Dy view of ihe faet that we have
shown a profit of £7,000 a vear

Work that

The Minister for Tands:
oul on the eapital involved.

Mr, B, B. JOHNSTON: We do not
want to make a profit out of the farmers
on these Lransactions. The desire of the
Government should be to cover the cost of
administration and working expenses
enlyv. Tt 1s a pity we have not the
report of the Agricultural Bank for
the past year before uns; perhaps that
would show a reason for this altered
poliey. 1f we still make a profit of £7,000
a year ] for one strongly oppose the sug-
zestion to inerease Lhe rate of interest to
6 per cent, to farmers who are being
lnken over from other financial institu-
tions and to the farmers baying stock and
machinery, and T hope the Minister, whose
sympathies with the agricultorists are
so well known, witl reeonsider his pro-
posals in thiz connection. 1 would like
to remark that under the Workers’” Homes
Act to those people who pay Lheir interest
up to time only 5% per cent. interest is
charged, and many private money lenders
are willing to lend money on good securi-
ties as low as 5 per cent. There is money
available on good securities at that rate
from time to time, but whether it is so or
not, one per ¢ent. allowanece is a sufficient
margin for the Government, and there is
no reason to charge any farmer a higher
rate of interest than the Government are
charging to an applicant for a workers’
home. He has been let off with 515 per
cent., and I hope the Minister for Lands
will stick to the rate of 5 per eent. origin-
ally introduced by Sir John Forrest, which
has been charged right up to the present
time, and on which the bank has every
vear made a fairly substantial profit.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You took no exception to the 5V
per eent. for workers’ homes,

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: I would have
strongly supported the fixing of the in-
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terest at 5 per cent., and will support the
Minister if he brings down a Bill.

Mr. Foley: You did not object when the
Bill was before the House.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I hope the
Minister will give us fuller reasons as to
why 6 per cent. should be eharged. The
bare statement that perhaps in future we
will have to pay a higher rate of interest
on our money does not cover the case.
With this reservation, I have pleasure in
_supporfing the measure.

The MINISTER FFOR LANDS {in re-
ply} : T have little to say in reply be-
cause I think the figures which 1 was
able to supply to the Premier in regard
to the operations, not only for the year
in eomparison with the year which pre-
ceded it, but also for the four months
ending 31st October, very effeclively dis-
sipated the criticisms of the member for
Northam {Hon. J. Mitehell) in regard
to the bank not being of assistance to the
agriculturists at the present juneture.
All those who have any knowledge of the
work of the bank since December,
1911, will realise that the pressure
of work in that institution has been tre-
mendous, and that not only the Manag-
ing Trustee, but the Deputy Managing
Trustee and all his staff have been work-
ing at top pressure, and it was only neces-
sary to go there at any time during office
hours and even after office hours to find
that institution thronged with agrienl-
turists whose wants were being met by
that institution. As a matter of fact
I think that a certain amount of good
work was being partially nullified by the
delays oceasioned by this pressure and
to obviate that we not only had portion
of the stafl taken from the Crown Law
Department and placed under the roof
of the Agricultural Bank to facilitate the
preparation of mortgages, but I author-
ised inerenses in expenditure, which are
in evidence in the Estimates we have
passed, in order that the work might bhe
facilitated and that the delays which
have been occcasioned owing to ihis pres-
sure might be obviated so far as possible.
In regard to the question of capital, I
have to point ount that this eapital is to
carry us over the interregnum between
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now and the next assembling of Parlia-
ment. If we find it insufficient for the
term for which the inerease is author-
ised, then on the assembling of Parlia-
ment in June next we shall be able to
authorise sufficient eapitai to carry on the
ingtitation. In regard to the question of
the future operations of the bhank and
the rate of interest to be charged, I
wish to point out to the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston)
in the first place that the profit may seem
to he a substantial margin, but if he will
caleulate it on the amount of the capital
involved he will see it is a very
emall margin, and that is earned by rea-
son of the fact that many of the ad-
vances have been provided in the past
hy mortgage bonds, which were issued
in some instances at 31 per cent. and in
other instances at 314 per cent., but when
the present leader of the Opposition was
Colonial Treasurer he decided that it was
not a gound proposition for the Savings
Bank to pay depositors 3 per cent. and
to lend the money ount at less than 4 per
eent., and in order to make the Savings
Bank perfectly solvent the rate of in-
terest to the Agricaltural Bank, to the
Water Supply, and to other departments
using Savings Bank money was increased
to 4 per cent. The bonds which were
issued by the Agrienltural Bank at this
low rate of interest are being redeemed,
and  we have a constantly increasing
amount of capital which is bearing in-
terest at 4 per cent. and therefore that
margin is going to be less in future than
it has been in the past. Again, owing
to the extension of the work of the Ag-
ricultural Bank, particularly in the far
wheat areas, the work is naturally more
expensive than when the field of the
operations of the bank was ecompaet and
comparatively small in relation to what
it is to-day, and these factors have to be
taken into consideration, and T say the
margin of 1 per cent. is insufficient in so
far as the conduet of the bank is con-
cerned. It has been pointed out by the
member for Northam that the interest
under the existing Aet is set down at 4
per cent., but loans at 4 per cent. may
have to be floated at a discount, and that
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fact has to be taken into consideration.
If we go on the market in London, as
urged by the hen. member, which I say
will probably be necessary owing to the
enormous inerease in the operations of
the bank, we not only have to take into
consideration the interest we pay bul
also the expenses of flotation and we also
have to consider the faect that a great
portion of thai capital will not be earn-
ing the interest paid by the Agrieyltural
Bank elients, but the interest on it will
have te be paid to the bond holders in
London, whereas under the provision by
which at present we get money from the
Savings Bank, we need only call on the

Savings Bark for ihe money as we use it,

and from the time we pay interest to the
Savings Bank we secnre interest from the
clients of the Agricultural Bank. and so
we have no unremunerative money or
monegy earning a lower rate of interest
than that received from the clients as we
wou'ld if we wont on the Londen market
for a loan fur a speeific time. Tn reward
to the question of making advances to
settlers on the Midland Railway line,
it 1s true that during last session I pro-
mised T would go into the maiter and if
the Midland Railway Company were will-
ing to meet us so that we could comply
with the provigions of the Agricultwral
Bank Act, I could see no reason why we
should not afford the same assistanee to
settlers in the Midland Railway area as
to other settlers, and in pursuance of the
promise I asked that the matter should be
discussed between the Managing Trustee
and the local representatives of the Mid-
land Railway Company, but there has
been no result. I have asked for some
proposal from the Midland Railway
Cempany by which we could meet the
wishes of the setilers in that locality,
but we have had no suggestion or offer
of assistance so far from the representa-
tive of the Midland Railway Company,
and if this is te be done they will have
to meet us in this direction, or as a part
of their activities in connection with the

sn:{ttlement of their lands institute some
such system as that upon
Agricultural Bank is being worked in the
way ‘of making advances to settlers under

which the
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their auspices, It will be better for the
institution in existence and earrying on
the same work in other parts of the State
to do the work for the Midland settlers,
and if they are willing to meet us in this
respect and enable us to make these ad-
vances and at the same time comply with
the Adt, 1 for one will not stand in the
way but will rather facilitate that being
carried out.
Message.

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending the Bill,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee. -

A'r. Holman in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clavnse 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 16:

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Again ite vrged
the Minister lo increase the eapital by
more (han £300400. While it was true
Puarliament would probably be ealled 1o-
gether again in eight monihs’ time, it was
equally true that the pressure of business
did not permit of considering such legis-
lation on the first day Parliament mef,

The Minister for Lands: There is no
diffieully in getting a Bill of that kind in,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: There was diffi-
culty, and the Minister had had insuafficient
authorisation in the past, He was not
hostile to the proposal, but the Minister
should have sullicient authority to enable
him to give effect to the law, There should
be no diserimination.  All entitled to ad-
vanees should receive them. As he in-~
tended to move an amendmeni in this
direction, the Minister should agree io in-
crease the amount. The trustee could only
lend the money once. Sinece the Minister
had some money at a cheap rate it wounld
have been wise to amend the Act and lix
the capital at a eertain sum, so that (he
money could remain with the trustee.
That would mean losing a little inlerest,
but the business would have heen more
satisfactory, as we would have heen deal-
ing’ with 314 per eent. instead of 4 per
cent. money ' i

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: This
was ‘a matter which was entively for the:
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Treasurer who was more immediaiely cou-
‘cerned. 1t would be no use for him as
Minister for Lands flying a kite and say-
ing he would add another million or two
willion pounds, but if Lie did not have the
assurance of the Treasurer that he would
be able to make that money available, in
conjunction with the other requiremenls
ol the State, during the time it would be
ueeded, it would not be of much use
making the promise the member for Nor-
tham (Hon. J. Mitchell) desired. The
amount provided for in the Bill had been
framed after consultation with the Trea-
surer, aid Lherefore, under the cireum-
stances, the hon. member's suggestion
could not be accepted. If) as it was urged
by the hon. member, we had to go else-
where than the Savings Bank for the
neeessary money for this institution then
this would have. to stand with all the
olher requirements of the State for rail-
ways, publie works of various kinds, and
it would have to be included in the total
amount which the Treasurer would have
to finance from time to time. The amount
mentioned in the Bill would be quite
sufficient to earry us over to the beginning
of next Parliament.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Treasurer
had stated that he could get all the money
he needed and we were wrong in saying
that we were hard up. Tt was possible
in a few months’ time that money would
be cheap in London and the Minister
should have the power to borrow a larger
amount. Tt was difficult to understand the
Minister resisting the suggestion to in-
crease the capital in view of the statement
that the Government could get money.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The proposal
of the member for Northam met with his
support. The Minister need not borrow
meney straight away but he might agree
to increase the capital.

The Minister for Lands: What iz the
good of making a pretence?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Tt was not
making a pretence. It might be borrowed
as it wans wanfed.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—Tnterest on and repayment
of advances otherwise than for improve-
ments:
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Hon. J. MITCHELL moved an ameud-
ment-— .
That in line 1 of paragraph (¢) the
word “six” be struck out and “five” n-
serted in lheu.

The objeel was to reduce the rate of
interest from G to 5 per eent. He ad-
mitted that it was the minister’s responsi-
bility to see that the bank had sufficient
margin o cover working costs, but there
was a discrimination here by imposing 6
per cent, in one instance and 5 per cent.
in another. If the ..inister considered
thal there had to be increased interest, let
all be treated alike.

hr. K, B, JOHNSTON found himself
in unaccustomed accord with the member
for Northam and he lhoped the Minister
would hesitate before he made one seetion
of the farmers, even if it was a smali
section, namely those whose lands were
taken over by the Agrieultural Bank or
who borrowed for stock or machinery,
pay a higher rate than was chavrged the
usual settler. This would be a most un-
popular movement and it was wrong.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
not a question of doing a thing that might
be unpopular, it was deing a thing which
was considered necessary to safeguard the
interests of the institution. IIe had
alrendy outlined the reasons which had
acluated him, and alsc those who had the
opporlunity of considering the Bill, in
making the inerease in the amount of
interest apply, as it would in the majority
of cases, to obligations taken over from
other institutions. There was good reason
for differentiation hetween the rate of
interest eharged for effected improvements
and the rate proposed in the elunse. Tn
effected improvements we were confinu-
allv adding to the security of the holding
and materially assisting the financing of
the State, an argnment which did not
apply to anything like the same extent
to an obligation whiech happened to he
transferred. Moreover, the interest eonld
easilv be altered in the future if. as pre-
dicled by the member for Northam monev
hecame cheaper. That was being done
now was merely to safeguard the interests
of the institution. So far the institution
bad kept on the right side of the ledger,
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but the smatlest amount of maladminis-
tration or departure from a careful atti-
tude on the part of the trustees would
convert that small profit into a loss,
especially when we took into consideration
the large amount of money upon which
that small profit was earned.

Mr. MONGER: It had been his inten-
tion to give the Bill further consideration
al an earlier stage and he wanted to read
for the information of the Premier a
telegram which e had just received, ask-
ing him to arrange wilh the Premier to
receive a deputation from one of the
Minister for Works' favourite organisa-
tions at Emu Hill on ihe question of de-
ferred rents. These people were arriving
to-night. What he had destred to do was
to get the eonsideration of the Bill de-
ferred uniil this depuiation had received
a reply from the Premier. Wonld he he
in order in moving the adjournment of
the debate?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
could move to report progress.

The Attorney General: That deputa-
tion has nothing to de with the Agrienl-
tural Bank.

Mr, MONXGER moved—

That progress be reported.

Motion negatived,

Mr. MONGER: The increase in the
rate of interest was not going to add fo the
eredit of the Minister for Lands. The de-
sire of the present Administration was to
increase everything all round. He hoped
that better counsels wounld prevail, and
that those who were most closely allied
with the land would say that 5 per cent.
was a sofficiently high rate for the set-
tlers to endure. This penal clanse should
not he given effect to.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: An advance of
oue per cent. on the £74,000 advanced to
j:ay off leans and purchase stock and ma-
chinery would bring to the Minister £740
per annam, The bank had made a profit
of something over £8,000 last year, and
while he admitted it was not possible for
the bank to make a greater profit, having
regard to the small margin between the
rate at which the money was borrowed ani
the rate at which it was loaned, still the
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institution was not ont to make a profit,
and so long as it made ends meet we ought
to be content. The bank had a fairly sub-
stantial reserve fund, and so long as its
operations balaneced, there was no need to
increase the rate of inierest. He asked
the committee to consider whether it was
wise and just to inerease the rate of in-
terest when such increase was not neces-
sary fo save the eountry from loss. A
profit of £8,000 had been made by good
management. and the increase of the rate
by one per cent. wonld only raise the pro-
fit to £3.740.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
arguments against raising the interest to
6 per cent. in some cases were based upon
the assumption that the bank was to con-
tinue working on the limited basis on
which it had worked in the past. The
ohject of the Bill was to enlarge the
gseope of ilte bank’s operations and in
doing so to enlarge the capital. That
capital had te be borrowed, and the
hon. member for Northam bad admitted
that at the present tiine there was some
stress in the money wmarket, and that
money could not be obtained as cheaply
to-day as a few years ngo and as it would
be some time hence. In the meantime the
Bill made provision for the 1mmediate
position. The hon. member admitted that
there was a profit due to good manag-
ment, and that management was now ask-
ing for an inerease of one per cent.; that
was part and parcel of the good manage-
meni: it was in the interests of good
manngement that the increase was made,
He would be zlad if all settlers could get
their loans at one per cent., or two per
ceitl., or even without interest, but when
the hank had to borrow its own capital it
must have & margin for working expenses,
for however good the management might
be, when the scope of the operations was
exlended. there must be losses in the
fulure, and the general taxpayer must be
safeguarded against labilities oo that
seore. The hon. member said that the Bill
made a distinetion between one class of
horrower and ancther; there was no dis-
tinetion in the classes of borrowers. The
same individual might borrow some money
at 0 per cent. and some at 5 per cent.;
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the distinction was in  the purposes to
which the loan was to be devoted.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Why make it 7

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
necessary to make it. The 6 per eent. bor-
rowing was in the direet interest of the
development of the State. The other bor-
rowing, for which 6 per cent. was to be
charged, might be considered more or less
of a luxury. The obhject of the inerement
to 6 per eent. was to enable the institu-
tion to take over morigages held by pri-
vate institutions.

on. .J. Yitehell : Why should you not?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
bank did that, and at a rate below what
was being paid to the private institutions.
It was only now, when money was dear,
that the Government were asking to do
this, Tn any banking institution to-day the
morigagee required more than 6 per eent.,
and if the Agrieultural Bank took over the
mortgage at 6 per cent. it was granting
the mortgagor a boon; in faet, he was
heing saved 2 per cent.

Hon. J. Mitehell : Are you going to take
him over?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
had been done repeatedly. The chief pur-
pose of this 6 per e¢ent. borrowing was to
take over the mortgages from private in-
stitutions,

Hon. J. Mitchell: The borrower should
have the money at 5 per cent.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He
should have it at 4 per cent., 3 per cent.,
2 per cent., or nothing. If the bank was
to extend the scope of its operations and
take over these mortgages on a large seale,
the eost of management would require the
inerement of one per cent., in order to
cover expenses, and to rive a safe margin
for risks. The hon. member was trying
to win some little feather to put in his
cap when he wandered whistling and smil-
ing amongst the cockies, but if he was
controlling the bank he wounld play a
diffevent tune, as he always had done then
he was in charge of another banking in-
stitution. TLet us do all we eould to help
the settler through the bank, but at the
same time see that the bank had sufficient
vital energy to continue for more than a
few years to come. We had to look to the
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safety of the bank, and in extending its
seope of usefulness to the settlers, this 6
per cent. for the luxuries of borrowing,
as againsl borrowing for the development
of the land, was a necessity and a right,
and the settlers would not object to it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Attorney
General had put it in an aliogether differ-
ent way by saying this was a penalty for
horrowing to pay off a liability.

The Attorney Generval: I said nothing
of the kind.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : According to
the Attorney (ieneral it was payment for
a luxary, and the man who borrowed to
pay off a liahility to another bank was
a man who eould afford to pay a higher
rate of interest.

The Attorney General : We relieve
him of some of his percentage.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The object of
the bank was to help to make improve-
ments. The Minister said last session
in dealing with an amendment to the
Agrienltural Bavk Aet—

I see no reason, except, perhaps, in
particular instances, why the bank
should dietate as to how that money
shonld be expended.

The Mipister for Lands : That is the
same thine. He geis his advance on
security if he has effected improvements.

Hon. J. MITCIELL : When the man
borrowed from another bank he had ef-
fected the improvements, yet in one short
vear the Minister turned back on his
policy. Last year we were going to do the
business of all banks: to-day we wera
doing the bumsiness of a small comntry
hank.

The Minister for Lands : You are re-
peating the misstatements von made on
the second reading.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Minister
was going back on his tracks, and the
arrument that the man who borrowed to
pay for a liability should pay one per
eent. more than the man horrowing te
effect improvements was absolutely op-
posed to the argument used twelve
months previously. We were now mak-
ing suflficient profit out of the bank to
safeguard the public without asking for
additional interest.
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Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—
Ayes .. . e T
Noes .. . .. 25

Majority against .. 18

AYES.

Mr. Johpston Mr. Moore

Mr. Male Mr. F. Wlison

Mr. Mitchell Mr. Harper

Mr. Monger (Tetler).
Nogs.

Mr. Allen Mr. Mullany

Mr. Angwin Mr, Munsie

Mr. Bath Mr. ¥ Loghlen

Mr. Carpenter ar. Scaddan

Mr. Dooley Mr. B. J. Stubbs

Mr. Dwyer Mr. 8. Stubbs

Mr. Foley Mr. Taylor

Mr. Gardiner Mr. Thomas

Mr. Gill Mr. Underwood

Mr. Green Mr. Whatker

" Mr. Hudson Mr. A. A, Wllson
Mr. McDonald Mr. Heitmann
Mr. McDowalf (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

New clause:

Hon,. J. MITCHELL moved—

That the following lLe added to the
Bill to stand as a new clause, “It shall
be obligatory on the part of the trus-
tees in lend money lo every applicant
except (1) iwhere the money is not
available, (2) the security is considered
by the trustees to be insufficient, (3
the applicant is considered by the trus-
tees to be undesirable as a client of the
bank.

There should be no discrimination. One
could agree with the words wsed by the
Minister last session in aceepting an
amendment from the Council —*“That
when Parliament provided State assist-
ance on behalf of the eitizens there onght
to be no discrimination between the
poor and the rich citizen; all shonld rank
alike.” Tt shonld be clear that the Act
ghonld be given effect to. 1f a man re-
quired £2,000 and the trustees thought
the security was sufficient the advance
ghonld be made as long as the money
was available. There were some whose
names should not appear among the bor-
rowers from the bank, so Snbelanse 3 of
the proposed clanse provided that the
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bank need not lend where the applicant
was undesirable. In the past some got
the limit and others who offered perfectly
good security were refused. One appli-
eant whose seeurity was valued by the
inspector at £8,000 asked for £2,000 and
was refused. If an application set out
a value of security that was not in ac-
cordance with fact the application fee
was not refunded nolwilhstanding the
application was refused, but in this ease
the application fee was refunded, though
the advance was vefused,  Diserimina-
tion was shown. No word could be
urged against the applicant or his fam-
ily of his security. It was entirely bus-
ness the hank could undertake according
to the Minister when he introdneed the
Bill last year. The first man to receive
consideration should be the small bor-
rower struggling to make a kome for him-
self; but since we bad made it possible
to horrow up to £2,000, it was our duty
to provide the funds to meet all de-
mads. The advantages of the law
should be for everyone alike just as the
disadvantages of the law applied to every-
one alike. The elange would merely fulfil
the views the Minister held a year agoe
to treat all fairly and equally.

The MINISTER IFOR LANDS: One
must emphatically object to this clause.
Tt had nolhing fo do with the guestion of
discrimination hetween borrowers. Since
the bank was first founded the trustees
had always been given discreticnary
nower, and since he had heen controlling
the bank as Minister for Agriculture
there had been no attempt on his part
to in any way interfere with the diseretion
of the trustees in the administration of
the bank. A measure which had bheen ab-
solntely sufficient since the bank was first
founded was sufficient for him as Minis-
ter, so he abjected to the proposed elause.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Unlil the Bill was
brought down last year the position was
quite satisfactory, but it had net proved
so satisfactory during the past vear; he-
cause there were very serious complaints
amainst the bank, as the Minister knew,
for no doubt he had been approached.
Tt should not be possible for the trustees
to exercise diseriminiation if the Minister
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could not find the money for the trustees
to lend.

The Minister for Lands: The managing
trustee is just as honourable to-day as he
was before.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of course, but
the Treasurer in trying to keep the Trea-
sury full might refuse to advanee to the
trustees. We should make it clear that
there was to be no diserimination and that
the Minister should give effect to every
section in the Aet which had been brought
forward last session with such a flourish
of trumpets.
~ The Minister for Lands: We have lent
three times what you lent in a year.

Hon., J. MITCHELL: We lent just
under £300,000 in our last year.

Si";t:'ﬂg suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

‘Hon, J. MITCHELL: Before tea he
had been endeavouring to point out that,
while in the previous year the Bank had
not advanced as much as it did last year,
yet the work aceomplished by the borrow-
ers in the previous year had been almost,
if not quite, equal to that accomplished
last year, The improvements effected last
year were not much greater than those of
1910-11. However, thal was beside the
point. The point was thaf, prior to the
amending Bill brought in last session, the
Bank had heen a development bank, ad-
vancing against work to be done, and, to
a limited degree, for stock and machinery,
and for the purpose of paying off lia-
bilities. The limit of the Bank in those
days was £750, whilst now 1t was £2,000,
which made the proposition a vastly dif-
ferent one. Parliament shonld see that
the Minister lived up to the laws we had
passed. The limit of the Bank had been
set at £2,000 for any purpose, subject
anly to the approval of the truslees.
There shonld be no diserimination what-
ever exercised. Indeed, in this the Minis-
ter had agreed only last year. The
amendment{ merely provided that, when
money was available, it should be loaned
out, subject only to the approval of the
trustees, The advantage of this legisla-
tion should not be for a limited few, and
even the Minister would see that, if the
Bank advanced £2,000 {o two or three

3861

people, others who could not get it would
be dissatisfied. It wounld be better to re-
duce the limit rather than to permit it to
stand, and fail to provide the funds ne-
cessary to allow the trustees Lo give effect
to our wishes.

New clause put and a division taken
with the following results:—

Ayes .. . .. 8
Noes . . .. 19
Majority against .. 11
AYES.
Mr. Harper Mr. 5. Sinbbs
Mr. Lefroy Mr. F. Wiisor
Mr. Mate Mr. Layman
Mr. Mitckell tTellery,
Mr. Moore
Nous
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsie
Mr. Dath Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Carpenter Mr, B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Cellier Mr. Thomas
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Turvey
Mr. Gardlner Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gill Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. McDonald Mr. Heltmann
Mr. Mullany ( Telier).,

New clause thus negatived.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—LOCAT: OPTION.
Message.

Message from the Governor received
and read, recommending the Bill.
. Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker) in moving the second reading
said: This is a measure which has been
promised by the Labour party, noi only
sinee the general elections, but prior to
that period. It will be remembered that,
in our proposals dealing with the liquor
traffic generally, we made a definite aver-
ment hat local option pure and simple
would be separated from the remainder
of the Licensing Act. In the Licensing
Act of 1911 we made certain loeal option
provisions. By the measure now intro-
duced, it is proposed to take Part V., as
it were, out of the Aet of 1911, and re-
enaet that portion with the modifications
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which the Bill contains. We presuppose
in this measure that an amendment of the
licensing law will have to be made—I hope
speedily —as soon as more urgent, if any-
thing can be more urgent, business of the
country permits. In the meantime this
measare proposes to vest in the people
of the State the control of the liguor
tralfic, proposes to do so, if I may say so,
unconditionally, to give them by their ma-
jorities a complete say in the matter. It
would, perhaps, be out of place il T were
to enter upon a discussion as to ihe neces-
sity of this measure. I do not think hon.
members would care for a speech which
might be termed a temperance address. It
may be taken for granted that the liquor
traffic is in itself a national evil, and we
50 rerognise it by the legislation that is
upon our statute book, and by the penal-
ties allaching to the conduct of that {rafic.
Therefore I shall spave the House any
diseourse at all upon the abstract and de-
batable queslion as to whether the liquor
traffic is the evil temperance reformers
say i is, or whether it is the panacen
claimed for it by other sections of the
community. Whatever that traffic may be,
it ought to be in thehands, in the manage-
ment, at the diseretion, at the will, and
under the power of the whole of the
people of the Stafe. This Bill proposes
that that shall take place. I need not
remind members that it is by no means an
innovation even in this State. Bvery State
in the Commonwealth has a Loeal Option
Act already in force, and therefore we
are falling into line and T may add en-
deavonring to gel a little ahead of {he
other States in this respect. In the Bill
which was introduced in 1911 and beeame
law the loeal optton voile was resiricted io
certain licenses therein mentioned. This
extends the number of licenses that will
eome under the operations of the measure.
For instanee, under the old law of 1911,
packet licenses, railway  refreshment
rooms. gallen and twe gallon licenses, eat-
ing house licenses, temporary or occasional
licenses. clubs, ete., were exeluded. This
Bili. members will see by reference to the
definition of licenses, ineludes all these
forms of liguor licenses and therefore they

will be subject to the popular vote.
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There are two exceptions that I
onght te draw the attention of the
House to, and ihose are the brewers’ licen-
ses and the spirit merchants’ licenses.
They are not to be ineluded under these
provisions, or within this definition. For
one reason the brewer’s license, as mem-
bers know, is not under the control of the
State, and as {o the other we propose to
make the amendments required there for
safezuarding the interests of the publie
 our amendment of the Licensing Act
ilself. 1 want to draw attention to what
we are going to ask the people to decide
upon. We are asking them to decide as
to whether there shall be a continnauce
of the lieenses now existing in any dis-
triet, or whether there shall be an increase
of the licenses existing in any
distriet, or whether there shall be
a reduction of those licenses; and finally
whether there shall be any licenses at all.
In our provisions in Part V. of the 1911
Aet we virtually submitted these guestions
to the general publie, but we made pro-
vision thal the effect of the vole taken
should not be realised uatil 1920. By
this measure, it will be observed, we pro-
puse Lo take a local option poll in the
yvear 1014, that is fo say, we leave the
effect of the provisions of the Act intact
untid 1914 We do not interfere in any
respect with the deeision of the people
until then, but in 1914, or the date fixed
under this measure, we will ask the peopie
to decide on. the questions I have men-
tioned and the vesult, it is proposed in this
measure, shall be put  inie immediale
operalion, I am not quite convinced that
thal will meet with the gencral approval
of the House. It is a matter for (his
Chamber to decide, [ am stating what my
views are: they are that as speedily as
possilile the will of the pevple should be
put into gperation, and that no interest
should stand between the peeple and the
expression and the materialisation, so to

speak, of their will. The time
compensation given to publicans
under the old Aect will, therefore,

be removed. The measure, as it is drafted,
and as il is submitted to this Chamber,
makes no provision for any kind of eom-
pensation, neither in the shape of money
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nor in the shape of time. 'This is a re-
versal of the aftitude taken in 1911 when
time compensation was recognised as
a principle. Personally I take the view

that there ecan be no vested .in-
terest beyond the 12 months currency
of a license in a license. 1t is not a

property that eontinues from year to year
and thal ecan be sald to have a perpetaal
duration. 1t is only a permission of {le
Government o ulilise premises and con-
duct a certain business in Lhe interests of
the liguor trade. It is no more than a
permission at the best for the 12 montls,
oot a right, not in the sense of the word
of secured properly an ownership, not
a right but merely the State, on the pay-
ment of a certain sum, grants permission
and only permission 1o sell for the space
of 12 months at the longesi, and each
license, even what is ealled renewal, is a
new license, is a fresh permission, and
neither more nor less than a fresh per-
mission, to do what the State has recoz-
nised it would be uniawful to do if -t
were not for this express permission which
we call a license. Heuce there can be no
vested interests which accrue from year
to year in property of this kind; in fact,
s0 long has this question been agitated, so
long bhave we had the matter debated in
our public Press and our public halls and
in Houses of legislature, that there is nof
2 publiean in the State but knows that he
is liable to be dismissed from his avoca-
tion af the termination of his license. That
is a constant liability that is known and
recognised whenever a new license it taken
out. Therefore, there ean be no great
wrong in puotting into operation what is
already anticipated, and what publicans
of a sensible character everywhere admit
ultimately must come with the development
of our human intellect and with the im-
provement of our lives. We have pro-
vided, therefore, that there shall he a
termination of licenses if there Le a vote
for reduction in 1914 and if it should
bappen that there is in any distriet a vote
for no licenses whalsoever, from that

moment at the end of the ecur-
rency of the licenses then exist-
ing, all licenses in that district

will cease, and, as T have said, cease with-
out any form of compensation, without
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compensation eitherin the shape of money
‘or in the shape of an allowance of time.
There is a point I wish to draw the special
atiention of the House to and that is
the way in whieh, in case of reduetion,
the reduction shall be effected. We make
provision that whenever a vote for redue-
ticn is carried there shall be a closing of
at  least one-fourth of the number of
hotels or a cessation of the operations of
ane-fourth of the licenses, Lo be more
accurate, in that partienlar district, and
in any distriet, if such be possible, where
there ave fewer than four such licenses in
existence, then there shall at least he one
license forfeited. Let us suppose that the
reduction vote has been carried and thal
the licensing court is called upon to decicde
which house shall go ouf of existence. 1¥e
have provided in this measure tests that
shall guide the licensing bench in their
operations. In the first place we provida
that when there are conditions like the
following present, their judgment shall ha
directed Ly Lhem. When, for instance,
within the three years next preceding the
taking of the loeal option poll, there huve
been either two convietions for one of
the offences named in the clanze or oue
conviction for two of the offences named
against the same licensee, in respect of
the same premises, and the offences are
offences relating to the adulteration of
liquor, selling or permitting liquor to be
sold to children under 16 years of age,
or to persons by law prohibited, for sell-
ing or permitting to be sold, or supplying
to persons in a stafte of intoXication in-
toxieating liquers, or permitting unlawful
games to be carried on on the premises,
or allowing the gathering there of prosti-
tutes or thieves, or snffering drunkenness
on these licensed premises, or subletting
apart the right to sell liquor on these
premises, or selling liquor on prohibited
days—if there be two convietions for any
one of these offences or for more of these
offences, that shall be the first house, the
first license, to be forfeifed under redue-
tion.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: That i1s pretty rough
on the innocent landlord.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Why?

Mr. 8, Stubbs: Because-he may in all
good faith lease the hotel to a tenanl and
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the lenant may be a man who allowed
the offences to be committed and the
owner will be penalised.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Surely
the owner will have some selection in his
tenancy; surely he will make some ob-
gervalion in vegard to his own property;
surelv he will take steps to see that he
lets his premises to characters who are
respectable, surely he will see to that!
Whal is the effect in any other instance?
1f the hon. member owned premises and
let them for immoral porposes, for a
caming house, or for any like illegal pro-
cess, would he not have to take the pen-
alties? \Would he not himself perhaps
have to forfeit his renfis? Undoubtedly.
lices he not in lhe ordinary Dbusiness
transactions of his career look to those
who take his premises and ascertain
whether they are of reliable character or
not? It says this, that the landlord who
best looks after his premises and seex that
a person of good character ocenpies them,
and who sees that by his supervision, his
watchfulness, and his constant care over
the place that the law is observed within
the premises, he will stand the best chance
¢t eontinuing the business. But the care-
less landlord, the reckless landlord, or the
landlord who winks at the peccadilloes of
his tenants, will be the one liable to suffer.
Tt will only make the landlord more ecare-
ful. And what is the purpose of dealing
with the deink traffie at all, hut to dissoct-
ate it from the attendant evils—for it is
admitted to be an evi! in itself. Tet ns
keep that evil as muech as possible to
itself, let us not intensify it. let us not
multiply evils, let us not link it wilh
other vices. with other illicit purposes,
with other acts and agencies against
the law. This is 1he purpose, and
we ean oniy do that hy heing drastic.
We cannot play with an evil of this kind.
There is no traffic in the State that costs
tlte State so much money to look afler
as this particnlar traffic. The hulk of our
police farce is kept for the guardianslip
of 1hose who are suffering from the con-
sequences of this traflic.  Our lunatie
asylums are swollen with inmates in con-
sequence of this traffie, our gaols are
hulging with those who are driven thither
in the first instance by the insidious
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poisoning of the moral eharacter, and
therefore if we are to stop this evil and
rave Lhis expense we must cirenmseribe
the drink traffie as muel as possible, We
mrst not only de it as a Government hy
virtue of the authority placed in the
executive powers of the Siate, but we must
diraw to onr service all those who, like the
landlord, have some monetarv or other
interest in the furtherance or continuance
of this traffiec. There can be no wrong in
that ease, there can he nothing that is
evil in letting the first man who is eare-
less in the cloice of his fenants be the first
to suffer, and reward those landlords who
have heen more careful in ehoosing those
who have to conduet the business in their
rremises. This is what will happen. I1f a
lieense is diseontinued in eonsequence of 2
reduelion the landlord has the power im-
mediately or within 14 days fo give his
tenant notice te quit; the tenant on his
part, if the landlord takes no notiee, ean
within three months also give notice to
the landiord—any time, in fact the next
day or any day between that and three
months—of his intention to gquit. Tt
may so happen that in a district there are
none of these bad tenants to whom I have
made reference. It may so happen that
everyone of those places is well-conducted,
so far as this kind of {raffic ean be well-
conduneted, and I am not going at all to
slander, to malign, or in any way to as-
perse those who are honestly engaged in
this drink traffic. There are engaged in it
respectable men and respectable women
whazse conseiences are in no way injured or
affected or perverted as far as their con-
sciences diselose, by their nececupalion in
the traffie, Tn these vases these peonle
bave observed the law. and there is noth-
inz {o he said in derozation of their char-
acter. Then it eomes hard npon the tenant
after having paid ingoinz 1o have to clear
ont by virtve of this local option vote. It
is hard because of the wondrous artifirial
value that has to be pul upon the drink
traffic by those concerned in it. When I
tell memhers there are honses in this State
in which as much as £7,000. £8,000, and
£9.000 has heen paid as ingoing, members
ean well understand it wonld bhe a hard
thing if hy virtue of the loeal option vote
the man who had just paid £2.000 for the
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ingoing, ovr any lesser sum proporiion-
ately, should be turned out by virtue of
a vote for the reduetion of licenses. It
is therefore proposed in this measure that
when a case of that kind happens a publi-
ean with a good character, with nothing
against bis record, with no offence against
the Licensing Aect recorded against him,
that in such an instance the tenant shall
be able to claim from the landlord a pro-
1 ortionate vefund of the ingoing or of
the preminm he raid for the lieense.

My, Male: That does not make it any
more just.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
only a rightful thing, but I hope to be
able in another measure later on in a
direct way, to aftack this evil of the in-
going. Why should the State give to a
man that increment—we talk abont the
unearned increment from the land, but
look at it here—why should we give to
the proprietor of a building called an hotel
the right to exaet from the ireoming ten-
ant these enormous sums?

Mr. 8. Stubbs: They ought to be claimed
by the Government.

The ATTORNEY GENFRAL: T admit
they onght to go into the public Treas-
ury, and that (he State ought to take ad-
vanftage of it. At all evenls this is the
first attack upon that prineciple by taking
it oul of the landlord’s pocket,

Mr. Male: Probably be paid for it

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If he
raid for it he should get baek the pro-
portion he paid. This, as I have said, is
the first attack wpon that iniquitous prin-
eiple which allows a landlord, because he
has a monopoly of a eertain kind of build-
ing, dependent npon the State granting a
license, to fileh from the ingoing tenant
an enormons sam. I know of instances
where out of pure speculation buildings
have been erected eosting comparatively
very lit{le. and worth only whal (hey have
¢ost to huild at the most, but the very mo-
ment they obtained from the licensing
beneh a provisional license—

Mr. 8. Stubbs: That is where the whole
fhing has been wrong.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Exactly.
From that moment the property became
enhanced in value almost to a fabulous
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degree. Can the hon. member say that
is legitimate?

A 1. Male: If a map bas paid that en-
lanced value you have no right to rob
him of it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If a
man has gone into premises and paid that
value he shounld have the right to a refund
in proporlion fo the time he is deprived
of it. A license iz only for a year and
Lhaving vun for six months, if he 13 de-
yvivel of that license by the local option
vpte. then for the remaining six months
he shall have a refund of the money, not
{he whole of it, hut only that proportion,
For what is this kind of premium when
properly analysed but another addition to
the rent? Whether you call it ;remium or
not, it is after all what the tenant pays
for the right to cccupy the premises and
conduct the business. Strietly speaking
it is rent, and if a man is deprived of his
tenancy through no act of his own he has
the right to a proportionate reduetion for
the term of his lease whiech is unexpired.
I think that is a fair principle lo work
upon, and as T say it is one that the first
attack should be made on in the Legis-
Inture. There shall also be in that instance
a proportionate reducktion in the rent in
o like manner, Thes~ are the prineipal
features of this Bill withoul labouring it
further. Tt will however be remembered
that in the Act of 1411. in the case of no
license it is rermuired that the vole shall
he earried by a three-fifths majority. This
Bill makes no such oblization neecessary
on the part of those who attend the poll.
Tt zoes clearly uwpon a majority basis,
whiech is purely democratic in that respect.
The majority in every case shall rale,
and T ean see no argnment against that
rrinciple.  We any Iy it in the election of
members of this legislative hall, we apply
il to the election of members to another
place, and in all our ordinary decisions
where the pnblie voice is concerned, we
declare ihat it is right that the majority
shall rule. Why there should be any dis-
tinetion here T cannot understand. If
in the matiers affecting our perpetual
prosperity the majority are sulfficient to
decide, then thev shonld be able to decide
upon this matter, which has intimately
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assoclated itself with our homes, with our
public life, with tbe general character of
our citizenship, as no other question bas
done, There is one other feature that may
even lo my temperance friends seem in-
consistent with a measure of this kind,
and it is that we make provision bere for
the establishment of State hofels; we pro-
vide that there shall be a question asked
in every one of ithe polls taken, and that
guestion is “Tf resolution {¢) be carried
(that relating to increases) are youn in
favour of (he establishment of State
hotels?  1f there be a vole for increase
we ask the volers to vote whelher they de-
sive the State to build hotels and to con-
duet that business. We also provide that
the State may in those distriels, 15 miles
avway from other hotels. where new set-
tlements are springing up, new towns
rising, and aceommodation advanecing,
bnild State holels and conduct the husi-
ness of a publican, provided ithe bench
asserts that the accommodation providéd
is ample and adequate, and provided also
that there is no petition against this
conrse. On petition of the majority of
those upon the electoral roll for the dis-
trict where a new hotel is permissible
against it, the Minister having charge of
the State hotels will be unable to build a
State hotel.

Mr. Male: Are you afraid of the local
option vote? Will it not be necessary?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is in
perfect accordance with the loeal option
Bill that we make this propesal. The
object 15 the limitation and ultimate ex-
tinction of the lignor trade. 1 for one
am convineed that humanity would be
better off if it had never known the taste
of liquor. We should have sounder
bodies, and healthier minds, and should
be more eapable of earrying on the duties
of life, T am eonvineed of that faet, but,
of course, I cannot foree my convielions
down the throats of others, and there may
be those in the community who say that
they want new hotels and have not got
suffictenl accommodation of this kind; and
as this is a measure to put the power of
saying what they desire in the hands of
the people, if they vote for increment in
the number of hotels, then we say that
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so far as possible we will see that they
are State hotels, because all through we
are assuming that this is a trade that re-
guires careful gmardianship, careful hem-
wing in, and constant watehfulness.

Mr. Underwood: We need to look after
them all right.

The ATFORNEY GENERAL: They
admit it themselves; therefore, we want
as far as pessible to remove all the evils
of private management, ail the avarice of
private gain, all that which a man in that
situation in a poor population has to re-
sort to in order to make his hotel pay.
If the traffic is to be in any hands at all,
let it be in the hands of the servants of
the people, and I say that if by any pos-
sible means we can get a monopoly,
and the State can be running all the hotels
in the State, then, whenever the people
are ready for it, with the least possible
trouble all the hotels can be simultane-
ously abolished.

Mr. Taylor: That will never be,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of
course the hon. member prophesies,

Mr, Taylor: Not in our generation.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ter-
haps not, but I have seen a great change
in my generation. I have seen allera-
tions in society that were almost inered-
ible. When 1 was a boy, 2 young man
was thought nothing of if he could not
get drunk oeccasionally. He was thought
to be an imbecile or to be lacking in some
force of character. 1 remember those
who were aged when I was a youth who
told me of the revelry in thenr youthful
days when it was a constant thing to see
who should earry the last man to bed after
a social gathering, and when it was a sort
of accomplishment to be ahle to get
drmnk often and drink much before get-
ting drunk.

Mr, Turvey: They were a good type
of men.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They
were a good type of men, but they were
so saturated and poisoned with the aleohol
they took that they made the men we ses
about us to-day, degenerates in conse-
quence of the abuse of aleohol. All these
changes have taken place. Nowadays we
know it is nof a merit for a man to be
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seen drunk even once in a lifetime; that
it is not a special feather in his eap
to be seen reeling in the street or making
a beast of himself in private houses, and
it is nothing thai the people attach
enlogy to to be found drunk in a public
house. Drunkenness is discouraged even
by those who are defending the liquor
iraffic at the present time. It is an enor-
mous change that has taken place within
the memory of all of us living in this
day. [ was having a chat with one of
my friends sitting behind me during the
tea hour, and T reminded him of the time
when drink was in iiself a sacred func-
tion, when the god of wine was a deity
that stood supreme in the niehes of the
temples of devotion, and that the old
Einsinian mysieries, and the miracle of
Canaan live on even in our religious ser-
vices righli up to our own time when the
imbibing of wine is considered more or
less of a sacred character. All that has
passed. We have changed from those
days when we set up Bacchus as a divinity
to the time when we despise him and set
the police upon his track. A marvellons
rhange has taken place, and T venture to
think that those who will eriticise me to-
night, those who are interjecting, will in
the vigour of their manhood live to see
changes still further, and in their own
character and their own appreeciation
make a new adjustment of their infellect
with regard to this evil, for sueh it must
be termed. We cannot foresee the mar-
vellous changes that are possible within
the next few years. In the old days
it was looked upon as a necessity
in the British Navy and Army to admini-
ster rTum and aleohol; it was looked npon
as necessary to stimnlate them and fortify
them.

Mr, Underwood: They take a drop now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They
take a drop now. hul the great leaders of
the British Army are on the side of tem-
perance, and by experience in campaigns
and observation in the * movement of
armies they have discovered that those
who best stand the extremities of heat and
cold and the trials and fatigues of long
marches are those who are {otal abstain-
ers, and as far as possible they ave in-
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culeating temperance principles in the
Army and Navy. In all the affairs of
life they are carrying on the same prin-
ciple, and men of business who compose
this House wil! tell me that if to-morrow
they were to employ a servant of any
kind they wonld prefer the man who is
an abstainer to the man who came to ask
for the billet with the stench of aleohol in
his breath. That is the position. There-
fore, 1 say a different attitude in regard
to this traffic is now being generated, and
it is my opinion that within the lifetime
of those who are now about me we may
see such changes as those foreeasted in
this Ball. T do not want to preach on tem-
perance.

Mr. Taylor: You are making a decent
try.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I he-
lieve that if T was to aftempt it I could
make a fair effort and produce more solid
argnment than the hon. member who
wounld champion Baechus with all his
evils, his red face, his reeling gait, and
his breath that spreads poison, pesti-
lence, and death wherever he wanders.
Hon, members may think this is a sub-
ject for amusement, buf it is a serious
matter to me. I have step by step in my
hife’s career seen graves filled by my
friends, the brighiest and the best, those
with the biggest hearts, and the most
susceptible and well tilled brains. Those
under the toneh of alecohol have dropped
in the journey of life and are left be-
hind. T have seen it again and again,
and there is no man in this House to-
night but ean think of either ruin or
blighted hopes, or graves filled by some-
one they have known and loved, the vie-
tim of alcohol. I have great pleasure
in moving—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: [
think we ought to go on. There are no
new features. We have diseussed the
principles under the Aet of 1911, and
under the varions Bills brought in for
the purpose of establishing State Hotels,
and there is not a single feature that is
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novel. Therefore I think we are guite
qualified to go on with the debate to-
night.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I must pro-
test against this attempi of the Attorney
General to force a debate on an import-
ant measure of this description. We
have never diseussed the principles of
this Bill—principles far-reaching and
miles away beyond anything we have
suggested in previous sessions, if one
may judge by the Attorney General’s
speech, because there has been no time
to go through the Bill. There are very
great prineiples to be considered, and I
must ask for the adjournment of the
debate.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T do
not like to adjourn it. We ought to be
al:le to deal with a measure of this kind
when it is submitted, but if hon. mem-
bers prefer to have a day’s rest, I will
consent to the adjournment.

Motion put and passed, the debate ad-
Journed,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 191213, ..
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 22nd November, Mr.
Holman in (he Chair.

Department of the Colonial Secretary
{Hon, J. M. Drew, Minister, Hon. W, C.
Angwin, Honrorary Minisler, in charge of
the votes).

Vote — Jiedieal
£105,7°09 -

Mr, HETTMANN:  One would have
expecled on coming to this vote to hear
something from the Minister directly in
charge of publie lLiealth, but possibly ibe
Minister's action was in accord with the
feeling of the great majority of the people
on the guestion of public health. We
were cntitled to hear from the Minister
whal was done in the last twelve months
and what he intended to do in the future.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T spoke for two
hours the other night. Surely that was
long enough.

Mr. HEITMANN: The reference to
public health was quite in aceord with the
general feeling towards public health on
the part of the majority of the people.

and  Public Health,
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Altogether too little importance was
given to this question. When we had
finished with everything else and had

financially provided for everything else,
we turned to the most important question
in the country, that of public health.
There were many important matters dealt
with by the Public Health Department,
such as infectious diseases, bat it did not
seemn to be of sufficient importance to the -
Minister in charge to deal specially with
them. He (Mr. Heitmann) had for
many years endeavoured to give the sub-
ject that interest it deserved. Before the
passage of the Public Healtk Act he was
of opinion thai onee we got a good Publie
Health Act on our statute-book we would
make great progress in slamping out var-
ious diseases, but he wns keenly disap-
pointed with the result of that Act and
with its administration; becanse the some
old system was adopted in connection
with public health, the same lack of in-
terest appeared to be displayed by mem-
bers of public institutions, and the
same old lack of interest appeared
to be displayed by members of pub-
lic institutions and the same old
lack of interest seemed to be displayed
by Governments; and he was forced to
confess there was very little system in the
administration of the Publiec Health Act.
To prove this one eould refer to the in-
spection of dairies and dairy herds. Tt
led one to believe that there was not much
improvement in these matters since the
passing of the measure whieh had largely
extended our powers. Only the other day
when a certain dairyman was brought be-
fore the court on certain charges it was
stated that an inspector had been receiv-
ing bribes, thongh happily the magistrate
and the Minister showed there was no
loundation for that, but the magistrate
proved by the result of an inspection that
the dairy was not all that could be de-
sired though a certificate had been given
by the inspector to the effeet that it was
in first-class condition. Tn fact, it was
understood there were two certificates
given, but the magistrate discovered it in
a very flthy state.  One of the chief
features of the Aet was the provision re-
lating to the eompulsory notifieation of
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certain infections diseases, Aeccording to
the report of the Health Department this
was carried out, generally speaking, fairly
well; but while we expected a great deal
from the medital men in private practice,
it was necessary first of all to force our
own civil servants to carry out these pro-
visions. Only a few weeks ago he was led
to believe that one of our public health
officers casnally walked inte the depart-
ment and reported that in oune of the
public institutions under his coutrol he
had quite a number of cases of tuberecu-
losis, and he gave no excuse for not re-
porting it and for not giving these men
separale treatment. This he (Mr, Heit-
mann) was led lo believe was informa-
tien to the Health Depariment and the
Minister. While we expecled the ouiside
medical practitioners to report these cases
we allowed an offence of this deseription
to oo withont remark.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Did the Minister
hoodwink at this ignoring of duty?

Mr. HEITMANN: One was not pre-
pared to say the Minister did, but the
fact remained thai this public officer was
gzoing on in his own sweet way, and such
an offence should be severely punished.
It was impossible to deal with tubereu-
losis and other infections diseases unless
there were united efforis from the public
medical officers as well as from those out-
side. The midwifery sections of the Act
were passed to reduce infantile and mater-
nity mortalify. It was agreed by Parlia-
ment it was high time to raise the standard
of the nursing profession, particularly in
regard fo these cases, but the Minister n
eharge of the Act was not altogether in
sympathy with the measure. The Minister
was honest enough about it right through.
When the Bill was before Parliament he
had opposed the standard set up in the
Bill and considered it was not neeessary,
but the Minister should have recognised
ere now, after being in close touch with
the depariment, that it was necessary to
have the highest possible standard in any
profession dealing with human life.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The board fixes
that. I have nothing to do with it,

Mr. HEITMANN: To a delegation of
ladies from some society or another the
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Mlinister had expressed want of sympathy,
to say the least of it, with the standard
set up. One would at least expect from
the Minister in charge of the administra-
tion of the Aect that he would en-
deavour to keep up the present standard
instead of lowering it. One was led to
believe that there were numerous women
registered who were not very well quali-
fied for the work. At fthe ineeption of
any Aet it was necessary to issue service
certificates, but the qualification set up
Ly the board in issuing these service
ceriificates should Le sirnictly adbered to.
The qualifications were usually very low.
\We were always prepared to deal leniently
with those who had followed a profession
prior to the inceplion of a mew system,
buf there were quite a number of nurses
registered whose qualifications would not
Lear looking into closely. The promise the
Minister made a few nighls age should be
carried quickly into effect. The time had
arrived to take steps to supplement the
nurses now in the State and o send out
rurses te thinly populared parts now
being opened up. J1f we wished to save
the lives of {he litfle ones, the best mmi-
grants we had, we should get the hest
nurses we could possibly zet. If we did
not desire to do this, let us get bavk to
the old state of affairs and anolish regis-
tration altogether. The Minister was
handicapped in many ways in rezard to
publie health. His staff was not com-
petent to deal with public health matters,
He (Mr. Heitmann) said this with every
degree of sympathy for the gentleman in
charge of the department, bul the time
had arrived when we should get a vonnger
and more up-to-date man, one with more
energy and initiative and more go in him.
One could speak in the very highest
terms of the gentleman now in control
of the department, even thourh knowing
him very shightly. but while having every
sympathy for him it was necessary to say
Le was not competent to deal with public
health matters. The Minister mnst be
congratulated on his efforts in recard to
getting a pore supply of milk for the
varions institutions — Government and
semi-Government—in and around Perth.
They had been the cause of saving many

lives, but it rested with the Government to
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exiend the operations of the system at the
earliest possible date. It must not be foi-
gotten that while we were giving a good
supply of milk to the hospitals the chil-
dren were in the Children’s Hospital as a
result of bad milk. Therctore it was use-
less to stop where we were ut present,
merely supplying pure milk to assist in
bringing back to health elildren who were
in bad condition owing f{o anh impure
supply outside. While recognising that
any party in power for the {ime heing
were of necessity limited in their opera-
tions in a State like Western Ausiralia
by reasons of finance, Le believed a great
deal could be done without azy further
expenditure. The idea that it was only
by the expenditure of tmoeney we could
improve conditions in regard to the vari-
cus diseases was not in accordance wilh
the experience of those countries which
had treated health matters seriously. The
first essential to bringing about a beiter
stale of health was {0 educate people in
approved methods of maintaining public
health. It was only from education that
we could expeet a higher standard of
public health; it was useless to pass heallh
laws which were not understood by the
people; it was well enough to fire or
imprison a man who spat upon the public
streets. but it was much better to instil
into that man a full appreciaiion of the
necessiy for refraining from the heastly
practice. After all, people spent most
of their time in their homes, where the
Iaws regnlaling conduct on the streefs did
not apply. We required a popular eru-
sade against spitting and other similar
praclices. For long he had attacked the
administration of the Perth City Couneil
in regard to public health. On one ocea-
sion he had said that the offence of spit-
ting in a public place should eifail a
henvy fine in the first instance and, on the
second oceasion, Imprisonment.  Tn  his
opinion. Perth, the capital of Western Aus-
tralin, was one of the dirtiest cities in
the whole of the Sonthern Hemisphere.

Mr, Allen: We have quite other testi-
mony from visiters who ecome here.

Mr. HEITTMANN: Possibly the visi-
tors did not observe as much as those
who lived here. Tf anyone would take an
opportunity of going round the back
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premises of publie places in Perth, he
would find conditions anything but
ereditable to the publie body in charge
of health matters. It was known through-
out the world, and had been testified
on the word of the greatest living au-
thorities, that spitting was the caunse of
more infeetion, particularly in regard to
tuberculosis, than any other of our. hab-
its; vet no effort was being made on the
part of the city council to minimise the
evil. We heard of their taking precau-
tions against the danger of ladies’ hat-
ping, bul there was not in this one-
thousandih part the danger of spitting.

Mr. Allen : Have you ever come into
eontaet with one 2

Mr. HEITMANN : If we came into
contact with haipins every day of our
Iives there would noi be the same danger
as arose from spitting. One had only
to walk throuch the streets of Perth
to ree to what a disgusting extent the habit
was practised. The time had arrived
wlhen the Health Department itself shounld
place on the statute book a law which
would effectually prevent this habit. The
Minister had intimated that the con-
struetion was about to be commenced of
a sanatoricum for the treatment of tuber-
cular patients. It was to be hoped this
would be carried out at the earliest pos-
sible moment. Anyone ‘connected with
the goldfields wonld recognise the serious
danger of allowing tubercular patients
to expectorate in public places. It should
be the duty of the Government to gather
these  unfortunates  logether at the
earliest possible moment and instruet
them in habits of clean living, in order
that they might go out to be educators
for the rest of the publie, A few months
ago, at Duy Dawn, he had been called in
to see an nnfortunate man who had con-
tracted miners’ phthisis in the mines of
the distriet. There were in the home
a brother of the first unfortunate, and the
mother. Both were suffering from tuber-
culosis. Another brother had contracted
*it also, hut he was struggling to work
day after day in order to provide for his
mother and hrothers. Another man, a
friend of the family, who had been
treated in the Coolgardie sanatorinm for
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. some eighteen months, had also come on
the secene, Since then, the mother and
one of her sons had died ; another brother
had gone to Vietoria te die, and the
fourth, the friend of the family, had
also died, This state of affairs should
not be allowed to continne in a country
like Western Australia. We were for
ever telling the people of the outside
world that we required immigrants; and
were emphasing to them the immense
wealth we could produce if only we had
population; yet apparently we viewed
with ntter disregard the fact that we
were losing many good citizens who could
he saved to the State. Another subjeet
of great importance to the community
was that of patent and proprietary medi-
cines. Seetion 187 of the Health Act
gave power for the Health Department to
prevent the sale of certain proprietary
and patent medicines, and also dealt with
certain publications in this regard. It
was {o he admitted that if we desired lo
abolish the sale of these mnostrums we
must first of all plead with the news-
papers to refuse the advertisements
landing the alleged virtues of these
useless drugs.  FEven in the Westralian
Worker he bad found to his disgust
a letter of recommendation from some
miner in Boulder stating what good resulis
the author had had from the treatment
of one Faiz Mahomet.

Mr, Monger : Faiz Mahomet was a

fine white man,

Mr. HEITMANN : Well the adver-
tisement had referred to a Mahomet. It
was almost impossible to piek up a news-
paper without finding advertisements
which certainly did not tend to raise the
standard of morslity in the community
or to prevent the robbery of confiding, in-
nocent people. For his part he would
abolish entirely the trade of the gquack,
and make it impossible for any unquali-
fied man to deal with the ailments of the
human body, or for a newspaper to pub-
lish certain advertisements to be found
from day to day. He had mentioned the
TWestralian Worker.

Mr. Monger : That periodical is not

very ofien read.
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Mr. HEITMANN : The hon. member
would improve himself if he read it. In
the Kalgoorlie Miner and other papers
these advertisements eonld be found. To
the credit of the Producers’ Review
that paper published an advertisement
to the effect that certain advertisements
were refused. He had a list taken from
an issue of the West Australien on a re-
cent Saturday. It started off with the
favonrite remedy vitadatie, and stated
that it wounld cure every ailment the
human body was heir to. If people looked
up the analysis they would find that the
greatest proportion of vitadatio was a
poor quality of ein. Then there was the
advertisement of a Chinese herhalist, a maun
who was allowed to practise on the human
body and who probably knew not one
drug from another. It was remarkable the
faith many people had in these quacks.
As long as a man put up a sign that he
was a lLerbahst there was a feeling that
he possessed knowledge thai was not
possessed by chemists or doctors.  Any
curative properties in these herbs had been
made known to the herbalist hy the in-
vesiigations of chemists. Some of the
herbs were of no value and the knowledge
of the herbalist did not entitle him to the
confidence of the people or to practise his
quackerv. There was a list of these medi-
cines each of which if dissected would be
found to be a frawd. He believed there
was not one patent medicine and not one
medical institution in a thousand which
was of any value to the eommunity and
which shonld not he wiped out of exist-
enece. He knew of not one medieal in-
stitution where people could go with
safety, and yet the medical profession had
failed in their duty when a case was
brought under their notice recently in
which a certificate was given by the pro-
prietor of a medieal institntion and sent
to a State school setting forth that he was
treating the child for eertain diseases, for
to his knowledgze no action had been
taken. There were scores of these quacks
and it was remarkable what faith people
had in their medicines. In every other
trade or ealling when the services of a
workman were required one of the best
men was emploved; yet when people
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wanted someone to deal with that most
important business, the treatment of the
human bedy, any old quack would do.
He wanted to save the people from them-
selves. He hoped the Minister would see
that the clauses dealing with quackery and
patent medicines were administered. If
be had nat sufficient power to let him ap-
proach the Chamber and every member
would enable bim to get further power to
deal effectually with then.. In elassifying
these patent medicines the first was that of
a man who manufactured a nostrum,
whieh was harmless, but who, by fraud,
lying and assistance from the Press, led
the people to believe that it was of value
and obtained thousands of pounds a year
from its sale. An American journal re-
cently stated that 20 mullion dollars worth
of quack consumptive cures was sold every
year in the United States, and it would
probably be impossible to estimate what
was spent in that eountry on patent medi-
cines of different kinds. There was an-
other one, the man who manufactured a

medicine or pill and by fraud and lying.

and advertisements led the people to be-
lieve that it was valuable and harmless,
while at the same time it eontained dan-
gerous drugs. From what he had been
able to ascertain these medicines contained
some poison or other, and their use was
for the time being to stimulate the heart’s
action and relieve the patient from pain.
There was another quaek who should be
dealt with severely and that was the one
who mannfactured and openly advertised

and sold pills and obtained medi-
cines which were used exclusively
and advertised to procure abortion.

Many quacks even in this city advertised
what appeared to be legitimate husiness,
allowing that quackery of any description
was legitimate, simply as a elonk for the
more serious business in which they in-
dulged. Openly appearing in the paper
in Perth was an advertisement from the
Red Cross Pharmacy, William-street,
Perth, which read-—

Proprielary medicines for skin and
other diseases, without the use of drugs
that permanently injure the system.
No delay; no hambug. Forwarded free
of observation, and strictly confidential.
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Dr. Seott’s female pills—safe, certain,
and veliable, to remove all irregulari-
ties—-53. per post. Elastic goods and
all the requisites of the toilet (Londen
rice}.

It might be said that these things should
not be mentioned, and {hat members
should close their eyes to trade of this
deseription, bul it was the doiyv of publie
men to, if possible, prevent the continua-
tion of this trade. This advertisement
had appeared in the West :lustralian for
a very long time, Recently the business
had ehanged hands, hut still the same old
advertisement continued. There were
other advertisements which decidedly
poinied to the same class of business. It
was not his intention to affeet any mock
modesty, but to endeavour to show, hard
though it was for o layman to do so, what
injury was being done to the community
as a result of Parlianment and the law
allowing these things to exist. It was his
desire to show the publie what they were
getting when thev bought some of the
popular remedies in the shape of patent
medicines, on which the civilised world
was spending millions every year, and of
all places the happy hunting ground was
Australia.  Any nostrum afier having
heen kicked out of America and England
wasg positively safe in Anstralia under an
atiractive name and if a little money was
spent in advertising it, for the people
would surely buy it. He wished to quote
a paragraph dealing with many patent
medieines which contained aleohol in large
proportions. It had been found that the
best business in these particular lines
of drug could be done with the women-
folk. Tn the report of a Royvat Commis-
sion appointed by the Federal Govern-
ment, Mr. Beale, who was instructed to
infuire inte seeret drugs, eures, and
foods stated—

Some of the alcoholic liquors inten-
ded more partienlarly for the use of
women and girls, and espeecially urged
upon the notice. are sold at retail
prices similar to those of sound whisky,
with redunction for six bottles at a time.
Apparently women buy several bottles
at once of vitadatio, Ayers’ sarspar-
illa, or Warner’s safe cure who would
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“not buy a like quantity of sound brandy,
“'whisky, or gin.  These aleohols are
highly flavoured with non-official, or
with official herhs which effectually hide
any laste or smell of methyl-aleohal, or
other peisonous eonstituents, but pos-
sesses no therapeutic property.
It was shown in paragraph 890 that analy-
ses had proved the main ingredients to be
gin. There was another well known
remedy, Warner’s safe cure, eight-tenths
of which was proved aleoholic spirit. It
was manufactured by the Kentucky Dis-
tilling Company, which manufactured in
addition io patent medicines, whisky, and
other spirituous liquors. Pink pills; an-
other very popular remedy in Austraha,
was the greatest fraud ever placed upon
the markei.

My, Monger: 5o long as the partaker
of ii bas confidence in it, that is all that
18 neressary.

Mr. HEITMANN: The partaker of it
would pay 2s. 6d. or 3s. 6d. for a box of
these pills which were manufactured for

about a farthing. Then there was another
favourite remedy known as bile beans,

manufactured by the same company, also
one of the greatest frauds azain ever put
on the market.
to have been tle result of an investigation
made by a clever seientist in the interior
of Australian. He had forgotien this
scientist’s name.

Mr. Twrvey:

<AMr.

Carr Boyd.
HETTMANN: This scientist afier
vears of supposed research turned our
these alleged valuable beans. The com-
pany that placed the article upon the
market spent something like £250,000 in
advertising it in England aione. These
things are supposed to cure anything from
chilblains to cousumption, and yet they
have been proved by .analyses to-'he a
positive frand. Another artiele produced
by the spme company is Zambuk soap,
whiéh is supposed to have curative pro-
petfties. This is positively nseless for ihe
purposes for which it is advertised, and it
is"manufacturéd in Balmain near Sydney.
One could go next to many popular hair
restorers. . People paid 45 and 5s. for a
hair restorer.

‘Member : Xoliew

Bile beans were supposed.
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Mr. HEITMANN: Yes, koko was one
and that was manufactured from horax,
glycerine, and rose water. Talelo was
another and this was advertised as being
the discovery of a well-known English
dramatist. There were many olhers which
were also positive frauds and it was the
duty of the House to endeavour to protect
the public from these frauds.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : What about Beecham’s pills?

Mr. HEITMANN : That is another posi-
tive fraud. He had read an article only
a few days ago in the Review of Reviews
whichh showed heyond all doubt that
Beecham’s pills were a fraud.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Well, what pills
would you recommend?

Mr, BEITMANN: For (he hon. mem-
ber he would recommend a packel of
Epsom salts which would do him more
good than all the pills he eonld buy and
cart heme. Another frand that he wanted
to refer to and which beyond all douht
Liad eaused many deaths, espacially unong
child life, was the soothing syrup medicine
known as Mother’s Friend. This was
positively dangerous; it contained opium
the very worst thing that could be given
to a ehild. It relte\ed the pain for the
time heing but caused death to ensne.  All
these things should be strietly examined
by the Medical Depariment. We shonld
give the department power to prevent the
sule of dangerous drugs and also give

" them power to force the manufacturers to

siate distinetly on the ouiside covering
what the conlents of the box or hotile
were. From the analyses it would be
foond that many of the medicines con-
tained a great quantﬂy of aleohol and
many which were msed by mothers for
their chiidren contained opium, or diugs
of a similar c¢haracter. The third matter
hic desired to deal with was with regard
to the drugs which Were manufactured,
1d\ertlsed plainly, and openlv sold for
the purpose of plocurmg abortion. He
wanteﬂ to show ‘the, people and parti-
elarly the women folk the extreme
danger they ran in the nse of 'these drugs.
Experts had this, to say on thé matter—"
“There is no kno“n flbomf'lment shie

to the mother. In all ‘enses the “risk
taken i§ great. ~IF effective tlie suffer-
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ing from the direel effect of the pills
or potions — somebimes ointments — is
severe and often extremely cruel. Per-
manent injury by poisoning, or early
death, are known to Le frequent.
The report went cun to say how often
medical men met with cases of this de-
seription. Going on further it dealt with
the various drugs used for this particular
purpose and whieh were known to medical
men. He was not going to say that one
individual or a set of individuals were to
blame any more than any other in (he
community. We seemed to be developing
in Australia as in other parts of the
eivilised world the idea that child-bearing
was something which should be avoided
as being something more or less of a dis-
grace upon the woman, and it was with
the idea of starting the hall rolling to do
away with this beliel that he wanted to
appeal to the good sense of the people.
So far as the report of the Royal Commis-
sion was concerned it showed how com-
mon these practices were. The report
stated—

A most able and veracious physieian
has truly asserted that “quackery las
destroyed more in this eountry (Great
Britain) than the sword, famine, and
pestilence united,” and never was there
g period in the history of British medi-
cine at which the force and truth of
this opinion was more obvipus than at
this day. That is a comprehensive siate-
ment, for few nations have sulfered, or
do suifer, so much from wars, pestil-
ence, and starvation, as the British.
And amongst the perversions that our
sins and the neglect of our rulers have
brought upon us, the Lancet would
surely inelude unnatural interference
with racial reproduction. Prescriptions
are before me for the secret prepara-
tions alluded to, but it would serve no
good purpose to publish them. They
are still smuggled into the country, but
are largely manufactured in the Com-
monwealth itself.  There are special
shops for the sale of “preventives” and
“ladies’ irregularity cures,” whilst phar-
macists alzo stock and sell them. As
far as ean he judged, the trade tends
to increase, and newspapers of all
grades aceept the adverlisements, of
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which some photographs are herein sup-
plied. With the purchasers shame ap-
pears to count for nothing, That sub-
ject is dealt with elsewhere berein. At
the desire of a physician, a chemist’s
assistant called upon me recently.
Amongst other information which
_merely corroborated an abundance taken
uponr oail by the former e¢ommission,
the young man said, “A little girl, aged
about 9 or 19, cate into our shop, put
some money on the counter, and said
loudly, ‘Mothier wanis a box of soluble
pessartes.””” That is one kind of
modern maternal training. The chief
demand, the young man said, is from
women who would elaim to be of “the
better elass,” and they ask for the
preparations as openly and indifferently
as they would ask for a tooth-brush.
That agrees with the evidence of every
pharmaeist that came before the New
South Wales Commission. Sueh women
also purchase freely other means of
interference which will not here be
mientioned,
And so it went on, and one could deal with
the report extensively in order to show
the dangerous effects upon the woman
and upon the nation. It had been proved
that the result desired was only secondary
to the other injuries which were eaused
to the woman and it had also heen proved
in the reeords of evidence given hefore
the Commission that interference in re-
gard to conception as well as in-
terference at a later period had to
a great extent heen the means of fill-
ing the asylums in all parts of the world.
It was known that there was some close
relation between the records of our in-
sane asylums and the practices to which
he had allnded. The Royal Commission
in New South Wales which in 1903 in-
quired into the decrease of the birth rate
showing coneclusively that shortly after a
noticenble deerease in the birth rate in
that State there had been a noticeable
inerease in the number of women ad-
milted to lunatic asylums, and it had
heen proved beyond all doubt that there
was extreme danger in fhe use of these
things. It was said that the continual
nse of them had the elfect of interfering
with the hrain and had a direct relation
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to the insane statistics of various coun-
tries. He desired to get the people to
understand their responsibility in this
direction. We did not want said about
us what was said about Franee; we were
in a eountry requiring population, and the
continnance of the practices adopted at
the present time meant the ultimate ex-
tinetion of the white race. He wished to
see in Western Australia a huge popula-
tion; we were erying out for immigrants,
yet we were destroying the best possible
immigrants, and hundreds of mothers were
being killed who would remain amongst
us if these practices were discontinued.
Many reason were put forward for the
limitation of families. People said that
they counld not afford to rear a large
family, but strange to say it was not
amongst the people who could not afford
to raise large families that this praetice
was most prevalent. It was said in this
teport that the praclice was most com-
mon amongst people who could afford to
do their duty to themselves and to the
country. It weould be interesting indeed
for the men and women who had the pub-
lic welfare at heart to read Mr, Beale’s
report on the question, and certainly edn-
cation on this subject would do an im-
mense amount of good for Australia as a
whole. There was no doubt that Awns-
tralia was no better in this respeet than
other parts of the civilised world, or at
any rate, other parts of the British Em-
pire.

Mr. Underwood : It should be.

Mr. HEITMANN : Of course it should
be. He had never known a boy or girl
to be badly done by on account of the
fact that he or she was one of a large
family, nor had he ever known a father
or mother to be in poverty as the direct
result of a large family.
that it cost more to keep a large family
than a small one, but at the same time
it was true that for those who were pat-
riotie at all, who had any paternal love,
or any natural sentiment, there was a
great repayment in the love of the child-
Tent whom they reared to maturity. He re-
‘membered reading in this book a case
which showed the long-suffering and an-
guish which was imposed on those who

It was true
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interfered with the natural functions of
the body. Mr. Beale said there had
been brought under his notice the case of
a young couple who after marrying de-
sired to live a life of luxury and ease for
al least four or five years: at the end of
that time, when it was found that there
was no sign of a family, a medical man
was cousulted. After consulting several
medical men, the husband suggested to his
wife that a surgical operation might get
over the difficulty, but she was informed
that it was impossible for her to bear
children because she had destroyed the
organs of reproduction. He knew of no
greater punishment or anything contain-
ing more anguish than the knowledge of
a married couple that they could
never have children born to them. An-
other ease was that of an executive officer
in the United States of America who was
in a high position and mixed in the best of
society; he stated that his wife on find-
ing herself in a eertain condition was in-
duced by her friends to go to a person
to bhe relieved of her trouble; after long
argument she went and was interfered
with but the operation was not direetly
snecessful—an idiot- child was horn.
After some years the woman again con-
eeived and the child, which at the time
of the cvidence was then twenty vears
of age, had been from birth an idiot.
There were many other cases which conld
be quoted which showed the great danger
to the woman, how her health was un-
done and how 1t was impossible for her
to continue in good health and at the
same time carry on the practices referred
to. He was not appealing to her patriotic
sentiment at all, but he was urging that
she should avoid those praclices in order
that she might live out a fair length of
life in peace, comfort, and good heaith.
He had alluded to the various people who
carried on these practices, and he de-
sired in eonclosion to refer to a report
which had been before the Public Health
Department of this State. Bome years
ago when Mr. Bath had moved an amend-
ment to the present Health Aet provid-
ing for the punishment of newspaper pro-
prietors who advertised these nostrums,
and when the various things he had men-
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tioned this evening had been discussed,
he thought it possible to discover if these
practices were as prevalent in Western
Australia as Mr Beale had shown them to
be in Sydney and other parts of the
world.

Mr. Turvey: You do not think they are.

Mr. HEITMANN: One was forced 1o
believe ihat this business of selling boil
preventatives and abortifacient drugs was
carried on by registered chemists. At that
time he and another gentleman who was
then a member of the House endeavoured
to prove whether snch was the case ov
not; after several tries he found the in-
quiry uneongenial to him, and the other
gentleman also drew out of the inquiry
in its early stages. Recently he had en-
deavoured again to secure the informa-
tion, and with that object in view he had
asked the Government to allow the Health
Department to make investigations. The
investigations had been made and he re-
gretted to say that the report of the de-
partmental officers proved that this busi-
ness was earried on to a very great extent.
Withont making any ecomment on the
people who earried on this trade, he
wished to read the report to the Commil-
tee, not with a view to punishment, but
‘with a view to appealing to the country
and the chemists themselves to discontinue
this trade, whiech was so injurious to the
individual woman as well as to the State
which formed part of what was to be at
some future time a great nation. The re-
port was addressed to the Honorary Min-
ister (Mr. Angwin) and read—

Sale of abortifacient drugs by chem-
ists, In pursuanece of your instruetions
of the 15th instant, an investigation has
been made with a view to asecertaining
to what extent drugs and appliances
used to prevent conceplion, or Lo briug
about abortion, are sold by ehemists.
Immedtalely upon receipt of your in-
slruelions, a plan of campaipn was de-
eided upon in consultation with De.
Atkinson (M.O.H.) and Mr. Greenhill
{Acting Chief Inspector). Tt was ap-
parent that the inspectors who were to
obtain these drugs would have to act in
their private capacities: an official pre-
senting himself and demanding such
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drugs would, of counrse, be refused. The
various inspectors, when approached,
readily agreed to assist in this delicate
and somewhat unpleasant duty—un-
pleasant becanse each man had to rep-
resent his ease to the chemists as being
a personal necessity. It was decided
that efforts shonld first be directed to
obtaining abortifacients, as it was con-
sidered those who dealt in this class of
drugs would not hesilate to stock and
sell those for the prevention of concep-
tion, while the reverse would probably
not hold good. The inspectors obtain-
ing samples were instructed to make it
clear that drugs were desired to bring
about abortion, and this instruction was
strictly followed throughout. Tn maost
enses the case of a fietitions female “in
tronble” was represented to Lhe chemist ;
in others a partienlar drug was asked
for “to secure abortion,” ete. In all
42 visits have been paid to 37 chemisis,
the shops being situaled principally in
the metropolitan area, while a few
visits were paid to shops in Kalgoorlie
and Boulder. Of these 37 chemists 23
supplied drugs: a few of these required
some persuasion, a few were “keen on
business,” others supplied the desired
drugs as they would supply any ordinary
requirement. Percentage to total, G2.1
rer eent.  Six were willing, in certain
cireumstanees, to sapply, but for var-
ious reasons did not do so; of these six,
the majority ¢onsidered the risk too
uzreal (sec reference to the “Midland
Junclion case); in two cases the ficli-
lious caxes presented  features which
world not yield lo deugs (pregnaney
too far advanced); in  one case 1he
vhemist desired to examine the “woman”.
Percenmiage o {otal 16.2 per cont, Two
were evidently suspicions and refused
to =upply. Percentage to tolal. 5.4 per
cent. 8ix positively deelined 1o do
bnsiness.  Percentage to total, 16.2 per
~vent. A summary of the visits made
to chemists shops is attached. Tn five
cases a second visit to the same pre-
mises was made. Of these five chemists,
two on the second visif, supplied a fur-
ther and apparently stronger medicine;
three on botl: occasions refused (o sup-
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ply; one thongh positively rejectiug
business on the first visil, on the second
oveasion, when the request was made
in a different form, drugs were supplied,
but probably by an assistant. Two
glaring eases camé under notice. In
one, the chemist wanted to see the
“woman.” saying it was no good work-
ing in the dark, and the woman must
personally consult him. In the olher
case, the chemist had at his disposal a
“specialist” in  this particular class of
work: on seeing the specialist the in-
spector was supplied with pills and a

mixture (cost 30s.) and addilional
business was soliciled in the way of
rubber goods (French Letiers and

“Wife’s Friends”). It is most pre-
bable that the publieation of the evi-
dence given in a reeent inquest at Mid-
Jand Junetion has hampered the investi-
gation, and influenced some chemists in
refusing to supply drugs. In that evi-
dence, statements were made of eerlain
drugs having heen purchased from a
local chemist, whose name was given.
The fact that the services of a reliable
female could not be secured 1o purchase
these drugs on behalf of the depart-
ment, added to the difficulties encoun-
tered; some who refused to supply a
man would most probably do business
with a female applicant. The price
paid for the drugs suapplied ranged
from 30s. to 1s.: the average was s,
In all, 27 packages of diugzs were ob-
tained: of these Tour only hore the
vendor’s name; all of the others, ex-
cepling proprictary lines. were unla-
belled. The whole of the sampies have
been handed to the Government Analyst,
whose examination is not yet com-
pleted. He verbally reports, however.
that in all the samples of whieh exam-
ination has been made (o date, drugs,
potent for the purpose of nhorlinn,
have been found. It should be remarked
that no particular premises have been
selected for inquirv: ecerlain shops ar
which it is eommonly reported drugs of
this deseription ¢an he obtained have
not been visited. The premises men-
tioned in ihe summary were selected

quite haphazard, and the result should
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represent very fairly the extent to which
the class of business, the subject of this
investigation, is carried on by regis-
tered pharmacisis. The Criminal Code
(Section 201) provides for a penalty
of three years, with hard labour, for
any person convicted of supplying
drugs, ete., for the purpose of proeur-
ing abortion. Bearing this in mind, and
also certain difficulties met with in pro-
secuting this investigation, it is quite
safe to nssert that between 65 and 75
per cent. of registered chemists have no
hesitation in snpplying drugs for pur-
poses of abortion. For the reasons pre-
viously =tated, the percentage who deal
in the class of drugs known as “pre-
ventatives” must be still higher. Some
who refused to sup:ply abortifacients are
known 1o freely slock and sell the first-
named. Further comment is needless:
suffice it to say that the state of affairs
demonstrated by the results of this in-
vestigation have served to confirm the
apinion previcusly held by those having
sone kuowledge of the extent to which
these nefarions practices are carried on.
(Sgd.) F. J. Huelin, Seeretary, Medical,
Public Health, 30th Octaber, 1912.
The completion of the analyses of ihese
purchases proved that in every ease drugs
well known to be commonly used to pro-
cure abortion were discovered. He ap-
pealed to the members of the Committee
to endeavour to bring about some method
of dealing with this very delicate and
serious question, to treat the matter as
sericus, and to take an interest in this
most important phase of publiec bealth.
He appealed to the public men outside,
those who continually preached to mem-
bers to adopt a high standard of morals,
prominent memhers of the charch and the
ministers of religion, to assist in prevent-
ing the continnance of these deadly prae-
tices, He appealed 10 the Press to stay
il. 1f they possibly could and refuse to
advertise those things positively known to
be vsed simply to proenre abortion. He,
apypealed to the chemists. In doing se he
recognised that it was in their profession
a common practice for years past, the
result being that they could see no harm
in the manufacture and sale of this par-
ticular class of drugs., He recognised
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that even beyond the chemists the evil
existed. If one would look up the cata-
logues of the manufacturers of drugs sup-
posed to be the finest in the world, it
would be found that these in their various
grades were supplied to the chemists
without even breaking the seals of the
boxes or bottles encasing the pills and
drugs. He appealed fo these gentlemen
recognising that they had the opportunity
of mixing in the best company, and the
opportunity of gaining a Hrsi-class educa-
tion, and of having a full knowledge of
their responsibilities as citizens; he ap-
pealed to the national spirit in them and
to their patriotism which lay dormant in
the breast of every Australian to attempt
as far as possible to cease this practice
in order that Australia might come inte
her own and that Australia’s population
might inerease as it should, and that the
women of the country should be less in-
jured than they were now, and that many
hundreds of children were not to be
blighted throughont life owing to the use
ol these drugs by their mothers. Tt was
u matter for extreme sorrow that in this
eountry, in common with most countries,
there was a hig proportion of the popu-
lalion who seemed so veady to destroy
human life. If one were to ask
whether it be the mothers wsing drugs,
or {he man gecuring them, or the chemists
providing them, or the manufacturers
making them, if they would take the
living child and murder it, they would
tiink one a lunatie; vet it seemed the
same sertous crime was eommitted by the
mother and by those who procured fhese
dimgs to destroy life in erbryo. It was
to be hoped the people of Auslralia would
rise above these things. WWhen that day
came, when we could say with all honesty
we were paying more attention to life,
and that every child born or even everv
mother who conceived was proteeted,
when these practices were no longer con-
tinued, the future of Australia would be
much brighter, and public health gener-
ally would be mueh better, and happiness
would be in greater quantity than existed
to-day.

Mre. MULLANY: Although a great
wany diseases were spoken of, partien-
larly by the member for Cue, there was
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one nol mentioned in any shape or form.
It was a disease not generally referred
to in public, but during the debate on the
Aborigines vote ils effect on the black
people in the North-West was referred
to at eonsiderable length; he was referring
to the question of venereal diseases. The
report of the Commissioner of Public
Health for 1911 said—

While we are doing so much for the
natives, white people are left uncared
for from the ravages of syphilis and
gonorrhea, two diseases which are pro-
ductive of more harm than any other
known disease. Tuberculosis does not
cause more than a small proportion of
the pain and misery that is caused by
venereal disease. In England it is
estimated that at least half-a-million
cases of venereal disease occur yearly.
When the consequences of syphilis and
gonorrhan are considered, the amount
of disease in this State is appalling.
The effect of gonorrhea eauses sterility
and chronic invalidism in women, and
we are continuing to find more and
wider extension of the ravages of
syphilitic infection. The danger is one
that must he faeed and not he put
aside a8 unfit for diseussion. The regu-
lation of prostitutism is impotent to
stay the spread. Clandestine connec-
tion eauses much of the spread of the
disease. Notification of the disease has
not met with favour, as this will
probably lead to concealment by the
patient. A modified system may he
applieable in which no names are given.
By this means we should al least be
able 1o form an estimate of the enses,
and compare the progress made under
treatment, The anonymous form of
notification is in use in Denmark, Nox-
way, and elsewhere. It i5 most neces-
sary that these diseases should he
treated by medical men, as they are
able to appreciate the importance of
them, and the diseases must be treated
with the full knowledge of their cause
and effect. This is more necessary as
new treatment has been introduced,
which. althongh not yet perfect, has
produced very satisfactory resnlts, and
must really be left in the hands of a
responsible profession. The disease
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syphilis, partieularly, has been looked
upon as almost incurable, and yet
evidence has been acenmulated to show
that a eure is probably possihle in
almost every case in the primary stage.
At this time every day is of importance;
therefore early diagnosis and treatment
are essential,
The Commissioner went on at some
considerable length to suggest different
méthods of combating the disease. The
attitude adopted by people in every En-
glish-speaking community in reference
to this disease was appalling. If it were
typhoid or consumption or anything else,
it was treated at onee, so that we could
do the best possible to stamp it out or
cure it, but it was entirely different in
tegard to venereal diseases. In the case
of friendly soeieties when their members
were provided with medieal attedance
for every other disease, this was excluded.
If a man coniracted typhoid even
throngh his own fault, throngh the ne-
glect of sanitary precautions, by virtue
of his membership of a friendly society
he got medical attendance to cure it if
possible. But we found that in every
ease venereal diseases were excluded from
the benefits of medieal attendance by the
various friendly soeieties. This was one
of the reasons why the disense was rav-
aging the white people so much as 1t was,
this and the fact that these diseases were
not mentioned in polite society. Yet
everybody knew of their existence, and in
his opinion the time had arrived when the
evil should be recognised. There was no
great diffieulty in treating the disease if
taken early, but the popular attitude to-
wards the disease made for its eontinu-
ance. If a voung man econiracted this dis-
ease he was excluded from the henefits
of his friendly socicty and, perhaps,
frem a natural shame he refrained from
going to his own medieal adviser, and so
was forced into the hands of quacks, with
the result that eonsiderable time was
wasted, and, perhaps, the disease went he-
yond cure, when for all practical purposes
the man would be better in his grave. The
very ravages the disense was making was
his excuse for toueching upon it. He de-
sired to commend the Commissioner of
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Public Health for having made the re-
port, and he hoped the Minister would
give the Commissioner every assistance
in his desire to do something to attack
this loathsome disease. )

My, TH'OMAS: It had not been his
intention to speak on the Medical Esti-
mates at all, nor would he have done so
but for the fact that the member for Cue
(Mr. Heitmann) had read a report from
the Meda.al Board in connection with the
chemigts. As probably the only member
who had any experience in these matters,
and while disclaiming any, even the re-
motest, eonnection with individuals who
dealt in abortion, he thought the facts
of the case shonld be made elear to hon.
members. He had been wondering what
could be the reasons that had actnated
the hen. member in submitting this par-
ticular report to the Committee. Tt
seemed to him the hon. member had
selected one partieular profession, that of
pharmaceuntical chemists, notwithstand-
ing that there were other professions,
some of which might be directly connee-
ted with this business. He desired to
know if the hon. member had selected this
one hody in order to get a condemnatory
report to read before the Committee in
connection with his long prepared ora-
tion. In his belief the hon. member had
been preparing for this great effort for
the last 12 months. Tt reminded him of
the labouring of the mountain which
brought forth a monse. He was entirely
at a loss to understand what the motives
eould be which had actuated the hon.
member when he songht to secure this re-
port. Ewven if'it was in the public inter-
ests that sueh a report should be pro-
cured, there were other professions, and
why should thev not have all been re-
ported upon? Further than this. if the
individual chemists referred to-had erred,
if they had broken the law, why did not
the Premier or the Minister, or the police,
or the Medical Department prosecute
them 9 Again, since when had Parlia-
ment become a police eourt in which
to decide these contentions as to whether
these men had or had not erred ¥ It
seemed there was something very peculiar
about this matter. It would appear that
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at the instigation of the member for Cue
—who seemed to be under the impression
that he was sent bere by Divine power
tq correct all the medical misstatements
and imperfections of the world—it seemed
the hon. member had brought pressure
upon some member of the Ministry, pos-
sibly it was not difieult to guess which
vne, and had at last sueceeded in satis-
fying his detective instinets to learn
whether some of these chemists were keep-
ing strictly within the law. It would ap-
pear that to the siaff of the Medical
Depariment this job had seemed too un-
gavoury, and go they had secured all the
individuals they conld and sent them round
with instruetions to entrap every possible
chemist into supplying some drug that
would appear to be indueive of abortion.

Mr. Underwood: They told them what
they wanted it for.

Mr. THOMAS: They had secured a
body of individuals as informers to take
upon themselves the most disreputable
and disgusting altempt it was possible
for a human being to take on.

The Premier: It is absurd to talk like
that, becanse every inspector of meat must
be the same.

Mr. THOMAS: These individuals were
not regularly employed by the depart-
ment.

The Premier: Yes, they are.

Mr. THOMAS: In any case, in order
to secure this business, thev had gone
round to the ehemists and fold a ficlitious
story about having mot a woman in the
family way. An individual who was eap-
able of going round on a mission of that
descr‘lption and who would make such re-
presentalions was, to say ihe least of it,
a disreputable blackguard.

Mr, B. J. Siubbs: It might do more good
if you answered the statements.

The Premier: I1 was done with a view
to putling down erime,

Mr. THOMARS: If the hon. member de-
sired to put down crime, inslead of send-
ing an individual

Mr, Taylor: To enconrage it.

“Mr. THOMAS: Without any witnesses
to6 secure an necusation against other in-
divideals, not for the purpese of bringing
ihem before the police conrt, Hut for the
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purpose of making a statement be-
fore Parliament, which probably ne
hon. member would be game to

make in publie, there were other more
effective means of putting down erime.
Without making any appeal for a man
who was a eriminal—because as a matter
of fact he would gladly assist to trace
such a man and prosecute him-—he would
reiterate that informers had been sent
amongst a body of hitherto honourable
men, and the net result was the word of
one man against the other.

The Premier: Oh, no.

Mr. THOMAS: In no insianee was
there any corroborative evidence.

The Premier: He brought along the ar-
ticle, and that is the best evidence.

My. THOMAS : There was not a single
mstance of corroborative evidence. Ste-
phens’ (lommentaries on the Laws of Eng-
land, a standard work, laid this down—

The testimony of an aceomplice is
in all cases regarded with just suspicion,
and unless his statement be corrobor-
ated in some material part by unim-
peachable evidence the jury are usually
directed by the judge to aequit the
prisoner.

The Premier: The unimpeachable evi-
dence was the produetion of the article.

Mr. THOMAS: The greatest indiet-
ment was against the Ministry (hemselves
and the individual who had sanetioned
the inquiry. Tf these chemists had done
wrong, why not set [he law upon them?
There was a law entailing three years’
imprisonment for an individual who did
that sort of thing, Why not get the whole
truth, why come here wilh a fragment of
proof and take advantage of the privi-
leges of Parlitament to make a charge, the
biggest portion of which could not be
proved %

The Premier: That does not affect the
position as 1o whether these things oe-
curred,

Mr. THOMAS: Tt was an axiom of-
British justice that every man was re-
garded as innocent until proved to he
guilty. There was here an assumption
on the rart of hon; inémbers that certain’
individuals were guilty. :
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Mr. Theyer: They did not name the in-
dividuals.

Mr. THOMAS: No, but they had ecast
a slur upon the whole profession. Was
it fair that one particnlar body should
have been selected for this exposure? He
was pretty well aware of the reasons why
this report had been obtained. It was
hecause a certain Bill had been introdueed
to the Honse and becanse thai measure
had jmstice as its foundation. and there
wad no other means to defeat it that this
paltry subterfuge had been resorted to.
The report showed that 42 visits had been
paid to 37 chemists. There were in West-
ern Australian 200 registered chemists on
the roll, and probably an equal number
of unregistered chemists. Forty-two visits
had been made to thirty-seven chemists.
Thirty-seven out of a probable 400, and
as a result, without making further in-
quiry. an indictment was made before the
House which east a slur on the character
of many honourable men in this coun-
iry., And he asked where was the justice
of it? Why were not these individuals
brought hefore the police couri? Why
were they nmot put upon their iria! and
given a chanee as in every British country
of proving their innoeence or guilt? It
is said that six were willing in certain
cirenmstances to supply, bat for various
reasons did not do so. In another part
of this report, engineered by the menials
of the Health Department at the in-
stimation of a higher aunthority it was

stated—and this showed the bias—
that two +were evidently suspicions
and refused to supply. What evi-

dence was there fo prove that they were
evidently suspicious? Was it simply be-
cause they proved to be honest men? It
was even desired to east an imputation on
these men without giving any proof what-
ever, thus showing continnal evidenee of
bias in one direction. Drugs were sup-
plied but probably by an assistant. The
registered pharmaeist might have been
abgent from his business. An appeal was
made te a pharmaeist and he refused, and
then, like the sneaking individuals they
were, they got round a junior asgsistant—
a boy perhaps who had been only a year
or two in the business and who knew no-
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thing of its dire vesults, and simply to
make a report they wormed out of him,
by what devious ways he did not know,
probably by the threats or bribes or some-
thing of that kind, they got something
from him, and that was the sort of thing
that was bronght forward to besmireh an
honounrable profession. Members might
well be ashamed of it.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Abuse is very poor
argument.

Mr. THOMAS: No¢ one was heing
abused by him, but the member for Cue
had been accusing, abusing, and vilifying
a profession whose hoots probably be was
not fit te polish.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must withdraw that expression.

Mr. THOMAS: I withdraw,

Mr. Underwood: He is fighting for the
murderers.

The CHAIRMAN: I must insist on the
member for [Pilbara withdrawing that
expression; it is distinetly out of order.

Mr. Underwood; I wish to say this

The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must withdraw, There is no yes
or no about it.

Mr. Underwood: I want to say T am
speaking about men not in this House.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
sald the member for Bunbury was fight-
ing for wmurderers and he must with-
draw.

Mr. Underwood: I withdraw.

Mr. THOMAS : Another passage said—

1t is most probable that the publiea-
tion of the evidence given in a reeent in-
quest at Midland Junection has ham-
pered the investigation and influenced
some chemists in refusing to supply
drugs.

What evidence had the individeal to sub-
stantiate a statement of that kind? It
was purely assamption, He had merely
quoted that passage to show that the in-
vestigator was biassed from beginning to
end. Further on the report said—

The fact that the services of a reliable
female could not be secured to procure
these drugs on behalf of the depart-
ment:

A reliable female to go round to chemists
and designate herself a prostifute! A
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reliable female to take up this dirty work
for the department! Truly that statement
was worihy of the whole report. The re-
port continued—

He refused to supply a man, but most

probably would have supplied a woman.

Mr. Taylor: He was no gentleman if
he would not.

Mr. THOMAS: Truly this was a bril-
liant epistle. Tt was worthy of its an-
thors. The report continued—

The price paid for the drugs ranged

from 30s. to 1s.

A man sapplying drugs for abortion, a
eriminal offence, murder, for u bob! It
did not look too sound. ’

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It does not say
too much for the chemists.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must address the Chair. If he wounld per-
sist in torning to other members, that of
necessity caused them fo interject.

Mr. THOMARS: It was diffieult to con-
tinually gaze on the Chairman’s counten-
ance, and he should be allowed to look
a little one way or the other. In the final
effort—to show that this report was
biassed—it said—

Some who refused to supply aborti-

facients are known very well io stock

and sell the firstnamed.

If they refused to supply them how was it
known that they stocked them unless the
individual had heen there to get them for
his own use?

The Premier: T have seen them fre-
quently paraded in their windows and
everyhody knows it.

Mr. THOMAS: It was not his desire
to say thal wrong was not dome. He be-
lieved wrong was done and he was pre-
pared to join in the hue and ery at any
time to punish the scoundrel who made a
living by proenring abortion, becaunse he
was procuring wmurder.

The Premier: We have warned him.

Mr. THOMAS: The Premier should set
the officers of the law at work and get
evidence and bring the offenders before
the police court and let them defend the
honour of their characters. If they were
guilty they should be in gaol, but the pri-
vileges of Parliament should not be used
to blacken the character of a profession
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simply because there was personal pre-
Jjudice against its members.

The Premier: That is not correct.

Mr. THOMAS: An analysis of these
drugs would place members in possession
ol information of which they were pro-
bably not aware. The result was that 12
samples were round blaek pills in which
aloes, oil of savin, iron, and ergotin (the
lutter in quantlity of approximately one
grain per pill in each case) were detecied,
These were all practieally the same as
the well-known Benjean’s pills. That
slatement was probably absolutely cor-
rect; but what was the proper position of
affairg? There was a preparation known
as Bonjean’s pills imported from other
parts of the world which came through
the Customs and were sold under the
lizbel and address of the maker, and sold
for the purpose of correcting female
irregularities and not for abortion at all;
1 subject on which the member for Cue
waxed so eloquent. If these medicines
were admitted through the Customs-—and
the Customs could prohibit them—if the
law permitted them to be advertized in
the newspapers, and there was no law to
prevent them from being used for legiti-
miate purposes, why claim that these per-
sons were abortionists? Where was the
evidence to prove that? Only the state-
ment of an informer who bought them for
that porpese.  The informer was ao
aecomplice, and if these men were found
guilty he would have to go to gaol with
them. These were preparalions which
members liad power to prohibit if they .
were earnest in their protestations.

Hou, W. C. Angwin: We will do it

The Premier: We have warned them.

Mr, THOMAS: Why warn them? Why
not eateh them? By the warning, the
authorities were aecusing dozens of men
whe were innoecent; 37 out of 400 were
approached, and a sweeping conclusion
was drawn against every man who prac-
tised pharmacy in Western Australia,
Could that appeal to any member as being
justiee? Gould it appeal to anyone by
taking 37 out of 200 registered chemists
and probably as many more unregistered
chemists, and out of that 37 probably not
a quarter were guilty, and yet under the
cover of the privilege of Parliament the
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whole of the pharmaceutical profession
were dishonoured. Had these men any
chance of protecting their characters or
refuting the statements? No. Ii went
forth to the whole of Australia, and they
were condemned unheard by the member
for Cue who had set himself oo a pedestal,

Mr. Underwood: You can put it down
1o all of the members on this back bench.

Mr. THOAMAS: If the member for
I’ithara liked to set himself on a pedesial
of purity be could do so. Among the pills
nentioned some of them contained aloes,
cne of the most harmless and useful drugs
lnown, yet that was put down as an
abortfifacient. Another contained iron,
another oil of savin, and so it went on.
1t should be made perfectly clear that the
law allowed and permitted these things
to be sold for the correction of female
irregularities, and these pills were adver-
tised in the papers and sold without any
apparent restraint,

Mr. Tayior: How would they apply to
politicians’ irregularities?

Mr. THOMAS: 1t would not be a bad
thing to take some. To proceed further
with these 12 eases in which there were
sales and for whieh the Government were
entirely to blame, No. 2 sample—supposed
to contain an abortifacient—was com-
posed purely of bitter aloes. These blood-
hounds of the Health Depariment found
that one sample supposed to be sold for
the purposes of procuring abortion con-
tained aloes. No. 2 consisted of borax—-a
wild and woolly concern of a drug to bhe
sold for abortion. Borax could be hought
from the grocer by the ton. No. 3 con-
{ained ergotin (one grain per ounce), oil
ol savin (doubtful), and aloes, One grain
of ergofin to the pill! If one took eight
pills at a time—a pretty considerable
dose—one grain of ergotin in each, ihis
would be only taking the dose as ordered
by the British Pharmacopmia. The man
or woman who fook eight pills three times
a day composed chiefly of aloes with
ergotin wonld not have the inelination to
{ake any more. Here was another of the
drugs that branded the chemists as hlaek-
hearted degraded seoundrels destroying
child life, aceording to the eloquence of
the member for Cue. No. 4 confained
aloes, pennyroyal, sulphate of iron and
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ergotin {one grain per pill). FPenny-
royal could be bought anywhere; any old
woman took it; and the dose of ergotin
could be taken 64 limes a day without

,doing any harm; yet this was the aborti-

facient that based the hon. member’s
charge; this was what he laid before the
House to discredit the pharmacists of the
country. It no doubt veflected credit on
the hon, member ; he deserved all the
Lonquets Parliament could throw at him
for the work he had done and for the
altack made upon a defenceless hody of
men.

Mr, B. J. Stubbs: Look at the magnifi-
cenl advocate they have now,

Mr. THOMAS: It was not a very
pleasing task. All sorts of accusations
could be made against him; bat it was his
duty as a nember of the House to see that
justice was meted out to everybody, and
for that reason he took up this unpleasant
tusk. No, & contained pennyroyal and
tineiure of iron. The laiter made the red
corpuseles of the blood; yel it was a
dangerous aborlifacient destroying child
life!

Mr. Taylor: What is pennyroyal?

My, THOMAS: One of those things
that are taken for a variety of ills, 1t
was somefimes given when a child had
zollywobbles and so forth. No. 7 con-
tained potassium permanganate, com-
wonly called Condy’s erystals, which could
be hought hy the hundredweight or by the
ton bul yet was given as an aborti-
facient. This was the flimsy evidence on
which the whole body of chemists were
aceused of being men who onght to be
in gaol. Where could we reach if this
charge was to be proceeded with? Nos.
12 and 14 contained sulphate of iron,
aloes, and pennyroyal. We might as well
accuse Beecham. Beecham’s pills were
solely composed of aloes. Tf one sold a
hox of Beeecham’s pills without the lahel,
and if they were analvsed, it could be
said he was an abortionist. There must
surely be some limit to such flimsy, ridicu-
lous and unjust charges. No. 17 eontained
aloes and sulphate of iron. No. 17a con-
tained horaz. No. 18 was described as
tred pills containing sulphate of iron,
aloes and ergotin (one-third grain per
pill), and white pills containing sulphate
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of iron and aloes.” Evidently this chap
Lhad put up a double-barrelled prepara-
tion, and there might have been reasonable
ground for acensing him.

AMr. B, J. Stubbs: You ave only irans-

ferring the eharge from murder to one

of robbery.

Mr. THOMAS: It was very easy for
an hon. member to be facetious on a
matter of this kind: it was very easy to
make licht of most serious things; but
if ihe hon. member's intellect were a little
hroadened Le wonld betier appreciate the
importance of the question and how it
affected the people of the community.

The Premier: They were sold as
abortive mixtures.

Mr. THOMAS: We had only the word
of the informer as to that, an accomplice,
a paid individual who went round and
represented himself as being a seducer of
some gir] and as desirous of procuring
abortion. The man who would go to an-
other man and represent himself as o
seducer and ask for an abortifacient was
a disgraceful blackgunard and a scoundrel,
and the man who, sold it was a murderer.
He wonld put up no defence for that
man.

The Premier : The man who catches
him, by whatever means, is doing good
for the community.

Mr. THOMAS : If the police were
sent to get corroborative evidence to
prove that any of these individuals had
carried on these practices, let these people
be incarcerated. But a hundred inngeent
men should not be punished by this vile
report to get at ome guilty man. That
was unfair and wrong. In regard to No.
20a, no abortifacient was detected; and
No. 21 contained tineture of iron and
pennyroyal which cost 1s.

The Premier : And in some case 30s.

Mr. THOMAS : In come cases 2s. No.
2la contained aloes and ergotin (oune
grain to the pill), and Wo. 22 con-
tained aloes. If a man for selling aloes
was {0 be accused of being an abortionist
he (Mr. Thomas) would plead guilty,
becanse he had sold Beecham’s pills by
the thousand, just like any ether chem-
ist in the English-speaking world had
done; and yet individuals in the State
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were being accused of being abortionists
for selling aloes. There was a prepara-
tion called Tansy eotton-root, which was
taken for a variety of reasoms. The an-
alyist’s report said—-

These substances (cottou-root Tansy
and Hellebore) either give no c¢harae-
teristic test or are so obseured by
substances with which they are as-
sociated that they cannol be chemie-
ally deteeted.

Meany of ihe charges
analyses that could not prove any-
thing, Where did the case lie?
Men’s characters were besmirched and
they were convicted hy the mem-
ber for Cue on evidence =such as
this where the analyst could not discover
anything of a deleterions character. A
rongh list of drugs that could be used
as abortive medicines was—borax, per-
manganate of potash, glycerine—the stuff
that voung ladies used to put on their
faces——quinine, strychnine, cottonr root
Tansy, sulphate of iron, aloas, and penny-
royal, and a dozen others one could nof
think of for the moment, He had made
an  extract  from Hushand’s Forensic
Medicine, page 94—

Certain drugs, among which may be
mentioved ergof, gavin and a host of
others, have been used for the indune-
tion of abortion. Tt is scarcely neces-
sary to mention each drug individually,
but it must be remembered that there
is not one single internal medieament
ot which it ean consistently with ex-
perience bhe asserfed that even when
abortion has followed its use, it must
have produced this abortion.

It went to show there was no proof that
any of the alleged drugs bad ever pro-
duced abortion. There was very little
more to be said on this particular gues-
tion. Whatever the hon. member said
about what should be done in future legia-
lation, the Government possessed the
power to deal with these individuals, He
made no plea for the seoundrel who
sought to angment his ineome by this
practice.  The Government with the
powers in their possession should trace
these men :to their lairs and secure the
necessary information and prosecute them

swwere based on
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and put them in gaol and allow them no
longer to exist to east a reflection of their
erimes over those who unfortunately re-
ceived the same blame. If the member
for Cne had proved anything he had
proved laxity on the part of the adwinis-
tration. If anything was to be done it
should have been doue by the Police De-
partmeni  and the 3Jledical Department
who seemed anxious to make out a case
against the chemists. Would they be so
anxious to make oni a case against an-
other profession @ These menials who
sold their manhood at the behest of their
superiors to try to intrigue men to their
undoing, if they had been asked to se-
cure evidence against others in another
profession would they have done it? e
confessed to feeling heated on the matter,
when smarting under a monstrous injus-
tice done to a section of the commnnity.

Mr. Underwood: Bring in your Bill
now.

Mr. THOMAS : It would be brought
on to-morrow and the House would
carry it agsinst the hon. member's
prejudices. Members shovld see that
justice was done in the matter. The
whole question would be sifted wuntil
it was discovered as to whether any of
the statements made ‘to-night were
correct Hall of the articles mentioned
wore articles of commerce permitted
by the Government to go into circulation,
and he had proved that nine-tenths of
the preparations contained harmless
drugs. This thing could mot rest, and
all he asked of the House was that
the ill-directed enthusiasm of the member
for Cue should not be allowed to rest
unsifted, that the shar he had endeavoured
by his speech to cast upon members
of the pharmaceutical profession would
be wipaed out, or else proven, and the
guilty men put in gaol. That was not
asking too much. Until some better
proof had been procurable, the hon.
member if he had been free from pre-
judice, and had a spark of manly feeling
about him, would have withheld his
condemnation,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The un-
wnrrented attacks which had been made
upon the officials of the department
could not be allowed to go upnanswered.
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During the time he (the Minister) had
had the honour of being connected with
the department he had found that ull
the officers had always tried to do their
utmost to protect the community. While
these men were carrying out the
instructions issued to them they were
endeavouring, as far as possible, and
in the best manner possible, to see that
the public were protected. The officers
of the Health Department had to carry
out meny unpleasant duties, which they
often wished they had not to carry ou,
for the purpose of seeing that the public
were not imposed upon. They had to
look after the meat sold, they had to
look after the dairymen and they were op
in the morning at three and four o'clock
to see that the people were served with
pwe milk., They had to go into the
stores to examine various tinned stuffs,
in fact there were many duties they
had to perform which those persons
connected with the businesses con-
demned them for. But whatever the
duties were they were carried out
without fear or favour, and as far
a8 the Health Department was concerned,
Western Australia had reason to be
proud of the officers connected with it.
The hon. member would agree that it
was the duty of the officers to see that
the public were protected in every
way possible. The member for Cue
referred to various matters and it was
necessary that they should be replied
t0. The hon. member went from Britain
to America, and referred to a number of
the drugs sold in Western Australia
and thought that something should be
done to carry out the desires of the
present Minister for IL.ands who was
responsible for the introduction of the
sections in the Health Act dealing with
these drugs. But while those sections
were now in the Act they did not give
sufficient power to the Health Depart-
ment to cerry out the wishes of Par-
liament. The Government, however, had
been fortunate this session in bringing
forward and in passing an Amending

Bill which gave the Health Department
power to deal with the drugs in the
menner desired. In the future steps
would be taken to see that the public
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were not imposed upon. The hon.
member also referred to the want of
sympathy on the part of the Honorary
Minister in regard to the standard
fixed for nurses. So far as he (the
Minister) was concerned, the standard
for competency was fixed long before
the present Government assumed office
and it had never been altered. Now
8 board of experts of three medical men
and two members of the trained nurses’
association had been appointed to deter-
mine the standard. Personally he could
never see the need for the necessity
for the time stipulation before a nurse
could receive her certificate. Imme-
diately a person was qualified that
person should have the opportunity
of obtaining the certificate so as to
practise straight away. There was no
doubt the Health Act would be the
means of increasing the charges, so far
as nurses were concerned. Only two
days ago the fact was brought under his
notice that increased charges were being
made for atiending to midwifery cases.
This, no doubt, was brought about by
the increased benefits which were being
derived as a result of the maternity
bonus. It showed that the registration
and confining nurses to a limited number
of cases was going to be such, as he
stated when introducing his Estimates,
that he wes afraid the time was not
far distant when it would be found some
of the districts would cry out because
they could not get sufficient nurses in
time of necessity. The member for Cue
also referred to the fact that no action
wag taken in regard to an officer of the
department because that officer did not
notify a case of tuberculosis. When this
wag reported instructions were issued
at once that a swmmons should be
taken out against the officer for neglect-
ing to report the case, but it was found
that it would be a matter of almost
impossibility to secure a conviction,
These persons who were suffering from
tuberculosis were segregated, and there
was no danger of the community being
affected. With regard to the question
raised by the member for Menzies (Mr,
Mullany} about venereal diseage the
Commissioner of Health had been asking
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that steps should be taken with the view
of preventing the apread of the disease,
There was no doubt that steps should
be taken at onece to try if possible to
cure and prevent the disease from
spreading. The commissioner had gone
so far as to arrange with the Perth
hospital board that patients might be
treated there free of cost, and there
was g sum on the Estimates to provide
for isolation wards to be erected for the
treatment of these patients. It would
be seen, therefore, that a start had been
made in the direction of treating the
disease. He could only repeat that he
had every confidence in the officers of
the department.

Mr. GARDINER: There was no
vote on the Estimates for a medical
officer in an important town such as
Roebourne. Preswmably the medical
officer there was paid as a magistrate,
and he was compelled to act in the dual
capacity of magistrate and medical
officer. He (Mr. Gardiner) had had
oceagsion previously to point out that
this was & most undesirable state of
affairs, and he hoped now the Honorary
Minister would take into consideration
the necessity of appointing & person to
act a3 medical officer in Roebourne
independently of any other position.
Speaking on matters of public health
and dealing with disease amongst
aborigines the other evening his remarks
were misinterpreted. He stated that
leprosy was in existence in one particular
portion of this State. and also that other
diseases were rampant. According to
the Press it appeared that he had stated
leprosy was rampant in the North-West.
What he meant to imply was that
leprosy existed in certain parts of the
State, and right throughout the length
and breadth of the North-West the
disease from which the aborigines were
suffering was rampant. The member
for Kimberley (Mr. Male) subsequently
in criticising him referred to him in
disparaging terms, but the main argu-
ments were against his (Mr. Gardiner’s)
youth. If such was the case he would
not attempt to refute or deny them.
At a later stage the hon. member went
on to say that he had attempted to



[26 Novemner, 1912.]

disperage the North-West. The member
for Kimberley should not justifiably
make such a statement. There was no
one in the House, when spealing upon
questions affecting the North-West, who
had been more optimistic than he (Mr.
Gardiner) had. No one had greater
faith in the possibility of the country
than he and it was too bad on the hon.
member’s part to say that he had at-
tempted to deery the country. What he
had condemned was the systemn which
wes in existence in the North-West and
which had caused so much disease to
spread and se much dissatisfaction to
exist amongst the people. The hon.
member ought to be prepared to admit
that he and others were responsible
for causing that dissatisiaction in that
part of the country.

Mr. Male: That is absolutely wrong.

Mr. GARDINER : Tt was absolutely
& fart. On an earlier occasion he had
dealt with the question of black and
Agiatic labour. The member for Kim.
berley had stated the other night that
in the interests of the State the present
system was the best. On every occasion
that hon. member had advocated a black
Austrolia.

The CHATIRMAN : The hon. member
was gebting away from the subject.

Mr. GARDINER : During his absence
the other night the member for Kim-
berley had stated that he {Mr. Gardiner)
was disparaging the North-West, instead
of which it was, of course, the system
which had been condemned. Even the
member for Kimberley was not a greater
advopcate for that part of the State than
was he (Mr. Gardiner).

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member

would be required to confine himself
to the subject.

Mr. GARDINER : The Minister should
take into consideration the desirability
of abolishing the system under which
the Crown Law Department appointed a
magistrate who was required also to
act as medical officer, a dual capacity
which it was impossible satisfactorily
to fill. Tt was necessary that a medical
officer should be appointed who would
have no other duties to worry about.
There should be a magistrate to attend
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to the magisterial work, and a medical
officer to attend to the health of the
community.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Certainly some
further consideration was due to the
health affairs of the North West. As for
the sabject to which attention had been
drawn by the member for Cue (Mr.
Heitmann) other hon. members should
be thankful to that hon. member for
having made public sc important &
matter. The reply by the member
for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) had consisted
almost solely of the contention that
those who gained the information were
informers. When a man relied on abus-
ing those who had obtained the infor-
mation he was practically pleading guilty,
and the speech of the member for Bun-
bury was a plea of guilty to charges made
by the member for Cue and by the Medical
Department. Men had been sent round
to these chemists and asked to be
supplied with & drug which it was illegal
to supply, notwithstanding which 75
per cent. of the chemists applied to had
supplied it. Tt was an indictment which
should have been answered seriously
and fairly, if it was capable of being so
answered. The position did not call
for oratorical effect. It would take all
the oratory of the world to convince
the Committee that the chemists of
Perth and Kalgoorlie wers not supply-
ing something which it was illegal to
supply, and which, shortly stated,
arnounted practically to muarder. The
hon. member had attempted to show
thet in a court of justice an informer
wos regarded as an accomplice and an
accomplice aa being responsible for the
crime. But the hon. memhber knew that
to be able to formulate charges of this
description it was absolutely necessary
to have an informer. There was no
other way of proving that such things
were dome. When the hon. member
tried to bluff the Comrmnittee that a man
who went round under instructions from
the Medical Department and endeavoured
to buy these drugs was nothing more
not less than an accomplice the hon.
member was on a distinctly bad wicket.
The hon. member had proceeded to say
that there was no corroborative evidence.



4888

As a matter of fact when the test was
made there was no attempt to get
corroborative eivdence. Possibly later
on the Government would try other
measures, For a start they were trying
this, and endeavouring to show that
the chemists were following these nefar-
ious practices, and if subsequently they
had reason to believe that the chemists
had not ceased the practices no doubt
they would take other measures. The
hon, member had endeavoured to make
capital out of the fact that some chemists
refused, and that later on the drug
was obtained from the assistant; and the
hon. member had put a pathetic case
of the assistant who did not know
what he was doing. But the hon. member
had not shown why the stuff was kept
on the premises. The stuff was there,
and certainly it was not for the chemist
to take. Obviously it was there for
sale. If the chemist did not want
his assistant to seil it he should not
keep it on his premises. The hon.
member had asked should Parliament
be a police court. It should not, but
anything for the advantage of the people
should be discussed in Parlisment. Mem-
bers were here to discuss those matters
and if there were evils, to provide means
jor remedying them. This was un-
doubtedly one question that could be
ventilated in Parliement. Then again
the hon. member had brought up that
miserable gag about the privilege of
speaking in Parliament. The Sunday
Times used that geg and said that he
(Mr. Underwood) was not game to say
outside Parliament what he said in the
House. He was prepared to read from
the house tops the report quoted by
Mr. Heitmann and he had no doubt
that if the member for Bunbury desired
a public discussion of this matter the
member for Cue would be willing to
oblige him. The hon. member had
gone on to speak of the department
endeavouring to get a female to do
this dirty work. The informers were
blackguards end the Government were
culpable for endeavouring to get females
to do this work, said the hon. member.
But was the work of bringing a con-

vietion half so dirty as the offence itself ¢
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It it was dirty to get a conviction,
it must be much more dirty to commit
the offence. Mr. Thomas had said
that many of the chemists supplied the
true and correct drug which might
possibly effect the purpose for which it was
bought, and if it effected that purpose
would also affect the woman who took
it. The hon. member showed, on the
other hand that many of them did not
supply that drug, but borax, Condy’s
erystals and other things which could
be bought by the ewi. for a few shillings
and which the chemists sold by the ounce,
If they were not guilty of the actual
offence they were guilty in this way
of fraudulently selling something for
a purpose which it could not fulfil. In
taking money for borax they were at
least guilty of frauwd, because they were
taling the people’s money for something
which was valueless. Whichever way
one looked at the matter the hon. rmember
had failed to show that the chemists
had come out of the thing with credit.
One practice was an offence which might
practically be called murder, and the
other was frand, and hon. members were
perfectly satisfied that the attempted
defence by the member for Bunbury
was a positive failure. The hon. member
had asked why the Government should
attempt to injure the chemists. One
could see no reason whatever why the
Government should particularly desire
to injure the chemists, except the fact
that they were convinced that the
chemists were breaking the law and
injuring the public. In his opinion the
Government had taken the correct course
in this matter and it was positively
absurd to say that they had selected
one particular class of ritizen for attack.
They had sttacked certain tradesmen
whom they suspected of breaking the
law. He would give his hearty support
to the member for Cne who had done
gomething which would be for the benefit
of the people of Western Australia in
bringing this matter forward.

Mr. HEITMANN : The hon. member
for Bunbury had asked what was the
motive for bringing this matter forward
and had ridiculed the idea that it was
possible for any man to be actuated by
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public interest. That was an extra-
ordinary view for an hon. member to
take.

Mr. Thomas : I never made that
assertion.

Mr. HEITMANN : The hon. member
had inferred that. The member for

Bunbury seemed to think that this action
had been taken simply in order to defeat
a measure brought before the House and
as a move antagonistic to the hon.
member who had introduced that Bill
to give certain powers to the pharmacists.
He would leave it to the Counnittee to
judge whether the remarks he had made
were personal or in the public interest.
The hon., member had asked ‘- since
when have we made the Legislature
of this Btate a police court?™” We
appealed to the Flouse just the same
as we appealed to the police court for
justice. The hon. member in hehalf
of his profession had a few weeks ago
appealed to the House to give his pro-
fession extended powers. Since the hon.
member had imputed improper motives
to those interested, he would advise
him next time he appealed to the House
to remember that this was a House
of justice and that he who had n stain
on his soul need not come to the House
for justice or extended powers.

Mr. Thomas: Do you infer that I
have a stain on my soul ?

Mr. HEITMANN : When the hon.
member asked for extended powers for
his profession he was saying that one
immoral crowd should have power to
exterminate another immoral ecrowd.
During the course of his remarks the
hon. member had admitted that a few
disreputable persons carried on this
disreputable business. He also stated
that he would join with anyone in
punishing these individuals, and asked
why should 300 or 400 citizens of the
State be condemned when only 37
had been examined. If the investi-
gations proved that only a very small
proportion were indulging in this business
it must be recognised that the disreputable
few had increased to a very large pro-
portion of the whole.

Mr. Thomas: Certainly not.
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Mr. HEITMANN : This was not
a matter in which public officers would
engage with the object of misleading
the public. Tt was too serious a matter.
There were places which were known
to sall these drugs, and the hon. member
was aware that there were certain well-
known places which were locked upon
by even chemists themselves as places
simply and purely for the purpose of
carrying out abortion.

Mr. Thomas: Your knowledge ex-
ceeds mine in that respect.

Mr. HEITMANN : Estublishnents
could he mentioned by him, and the
hon. member said he would exter.
minate them to-morrow for the illegal
business they carried on. The dis-
reputable few admitted by the hon.
member had increased to a large pro-
portion, and as stated in the report, it
must be borne in mind that this inquiry
was made when the public mind was on
a case of abortion, or at any rate o case
involving the death of a woman for which
a man was arraigned in the Supreme
Court on a charge of murder, and in
which the muse of these abortifacients
was prominent. At such a time the
chemists would be extra careful, and
he thought under other conditions the
percentage wonld have been increased very
considerably. There had been no hias
on his part. He had not endeavoured
to injure the hon. member or his pro-
fession in any way, and the member
for Bunbwry as a matter of fact said in
introducing the Pharmecy Bill tchat if
it could be proved that the chemists
were carrying on this husiness he would
assist anyone to wipe it out of existence.
He asked the hon. member to assist
him. Here was an opportunity, but
instead of assisting he put up a defence

that it was not murder but simply
fraud.

Mr. Thomas: I put up no defence
for an individunal who does that.

M. HEITMANN : The hon. member
had defended it right through. The
report stated it clearly and the hon.
member knew there was no mistake.
The officers stated plainly what they
wanted. namely something to procure
abortion. Tf the drugs did not procure
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this result then they had sold something
of no value and had committed fraud.

Mr. Thomas: That does not make
thern abortionists. ’

Mr. HEITMANN : No ; but according
to the analyses they were abortionists.

Mr. Thomas: For supplying borax,
ete.

Mr. HEITMANN : It was & question
whether that article would not procure
abortion under certain conditions.

Mr. Thomas: 8o will Epsom salts.

Mr. HEITMANN : As a matter of
fact thers was no direct abortifacient ;
it was r secondary condition brought on
by the weakening of other organs. The
hon. member was not to be blamed
for defending his profession, but he
would be well advised to repudiate
the profession, & percentage of which
carried on this trade.

The Premier: Not the- profession.

Mr. HEITMANN: Well those in
the profession.

Mr. Thomas :
them.

Mr. HEITMANN : If the report was
of any value at all it showed that at
least 75 or 80 per cent. of the chemists—

Certainly I repudiate

Mr. Thomas: Absolutely untrue.

Mr., HEITMANN : Thirty-seven
chemists were visited——

Mr. Thomas: And nearly every

sample analysed proved to be harmless.

Mr. HEITMANN: When used in
certain ways these articles were not
harmless. If a women in a certain
condition went to a medical man and
he prescribed these simple means, even
Epsom salts safficient to bring sbout the
result, he would be committing a crime.

Mr. Thomas : You had better suppress
drug-selling altogether.

Mr. HEITMANN: There was no
necessity for that. The chemist was
just as necessary to the communidy as
a medical man. The hon. member
stated that the only means of defeating
the Pharmacy Bill was by obtaining this
report. The hon. member had not
proved that the means adopted were
wrong, and he had said that if it counld
be proved any of these people were
carrying on this trade they should be
‘prosecated.
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Mr. Thomas : Absolutely.

Mr. HEITMANN: Then we would
be prosecuting 80 or 90 per cent. of the
chemists.

Mr. Thomas : That is untrue.

Mr. HEITMANN : It was his beliof
that one of the members of the Board
which had the administration of the
Pharmacy Act was guilty of this crime.

Mr. Thomas: Prove that statement ;
it is an assertion.

Mr. HEITMANN:  JFor proof the
hon. member desired that the police
should go to the chemists’ shops pre-
swmnably with a placard stating that
they were out to catch the chemists.

Mr, Thomas: Take him before the
Police Court.

Mr. HEITMANN : Xt was nossible
that evidence would be looked for—

Mr. Thomes: Mere assumption is
no good.

Mr, HEITMANN : That defence would
not do. Here were medical officers not
one informer but three or four carrying
on this investigation.

Mr. Thomas: Not medical officers.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
must address the Chair.

Mr. HEITMANN : 1f the hon. member
would introduce the Bill again—

Mr. Thomas: I will most assuredly.

Mr. HEITMANN : The hon. member
was ungenerous because it was at his
requesé the Bill was deferred.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
was out of order in anticipating a dis-
cussion on a measure which appeared
on the Notice Paper before the House.

Mr, HEITMANN : It was the duty
of the Government to bring in a Bill
not to extend the powers of the Pharmacy
Board but to take away from the Board
the power they had at present, and for
the Government to administer the Act.
Whether the fault was due to a laxity
of the law or not, the pharmacists them-
selves were not qualified to administer
the Act.

Mr. Thomaa: They have no power
to administer that portion.

Mr. HEITMANN : Only recently
in Melbourne the Pharmacy Board who
worked under a similar Act prosecuted
people and the same could be done here,
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Mr. Thomas: They have not the
power.

Mr. HEITMANN : It could be done
here.

Mr. Thomas: It might be done in
Timbuetoo.

Mr. HEITMANN : Moreover the
Pharmacy Board in Western Australia
had registered people who were well
known to be abortionists, carrying on
other business of a similar nature with
that of abortion.

Mr. Thomas:
untrue.

Mr. HEITMANN : It was known to
the public generally, it must be known
to the Pharmacy Board that the Red
Cross Pharmacy was purely a shop for
the sale of

Mr. Thomas: Conviet him and we
will strike him off the register.

Mr. HEITMANN : It was for the
Pharmacy Board to clear their register
of such men.

Mr. Thomas : We have not the power.
Give us the power and we will do it.

Mr. HEITMANN: The bhoard had
shown they were not worthy of that
power, with all due respect to the hon.
member and the chemists.

Mr. Thomas : That is unjust.

Mr. HEITMANN : The custorn had
grown up so that they seemed to think
it perfectly right to deal with human
life in the free and easy way they had
displayed. .

Mr. MONGER: To-night we had
listened to one of the most indelicate
debates that had ever taken place during
the many years it had been his privilege
to occupy & seat in Parliament. He
would deal with one or two of the minor
items dealt with by the member for
Cue. He would not attempt to reach
those high points in medieal indelicate
questions the hon. member had dealt
with so extensively. It would take a
long time to get away from the first
name rmentioned by the hon. member
during a lapse. The hon. member re-
ferred to Mr. Faiz Mahomet. One was
pleased to put the “Mr."” before the
pame. A whiter man never occupied
a position in Western Australia than
the same Faiz Mahomet.

That is absolutely
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The CHAIRMAN : T am at & loss to
know what this has to do with the vote.

Mr., MONGER: It was desired to
make a small reference to the great
work Faiz Mahomet had done in the
early days of the goldfields.

The CHAIRMAN : The member
for Cue made a slip of the tongue in
alluding to Faiz Mahomet as & business
man in Coclgardie in the early days,
but there was no need for. the hon.
member to take advantage of that
aend discuss Faiz Mahomet.

Mr. MONGER : Faiz Mahomet, though
in a coloured skin, was ss white a man
as any of us. The member for Cue
used these words in referring to the
Commissioner of Public Health—-

The Minister was handicapped in
many ways in regard to public health
matters. He (Mr. Heitmann) said
this with every degree of sympathy
for the gentleman in charge of the
department, but the time had arrived
when we should get a younger and more
up-to-date man, one with more energy
and initiative and more go in him.
One could speak in the very highest
terms of the gentlemsn now in con-
trol of the department, even though
knowing him very slightly, but while
having every sympathy for him, it was
necessary to say he was not competent
to deal with public health matters.

He could remind the hon. member of
the occasion when the Principal Medical
Officer submitted his first report, which
the hon. member criticised with that
strong manner and that peculiar manner
he adopted, when he was not a partisan,
if he was not in favour of an appoint-
ment. According te the hon. member
everything in the Principal Medical
Officer’s report on that occasion was
written and repeated and brought down
from other authorities. To-night the
hon. member was kinder than his usual
style about the Principal Medieal Officer,
but in order to give the hon. member
for Cue a proper opportunity for going
back to his remarks made two years
ago—

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
must get something nearer this vote
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than a speech of the member for Cue
two years ago.

Mr. MOXNGER: According to the
member for Cue the Binister was handi-
capped in many ways, and one was
justified in referring back to the remarks
the member for Cue had made in reference
to the incapacity of the gentleman to
whom he had made reference to-day.
¥or the benefit of the member for Cue
he would read an extract from the
British Medical Jouwrnal, practically in
reply to what the member for Cue had
stated on the occasion referred to.
The British Medical Journal, it would
be admitied, was an authority on matters
relating to health.

The CHAIRMANXN : The hon. member
would have to come to the point, other-
wise he would be compelled to resume
his seat.

Mr. MONGER : His intention was to
refer to the public health of this State.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
would have to come to the point;
he had been indulging in irrelevent
matters and tedious repetition.

Mr. MONGER: It was merely his
desire te guote an extract from the
British Medical Jou-nal regarding the
health of this State, which made some
general remarks about the annual report
., on the public health of Western Australia
issuerl by Dr. Hope. It weni on to say
that the report was a lengthy one,
covering 64 pages, and that it contained
a mass of useful information. The
repori concluded by these few general
remarks—

The medical officer concludes this
very excellent report by a few general
remarks. e states that the general
condifions of people’s lives in the
ecolony are of the best—good climate,
plenty of =unlight, food, and satis-
factory employment—so as to prevent
anything likely to be a cause of
deterjoration of the race. In many

" purts of the State there cxists a com-
bination amongst wmen, apart from
benefit societies, which provides for
medical  freatment and assistance
during sickness. The fuller develop-
ment in the way of preventing in.
validity, providing insurance against
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accidents and old age, is one which
should be undertaken by employers
and employees, supplemented by State
aic. It will thus be seen that those
responsible for the well being of the
people are working on much the
same lines as wo are on this side for
providing State medical aid. One
seldomn peruses a report in which there
is so much evidence of good work
done in all branches of public health.

The medical officer is anxious to see

the different Health Acts consolidated

in one Bill, which would include a

registration board for midwives and

nuvses, examination of school children,
etc. This Bill, it is to be hoped, will
be taken up at an early date by the

Legislative Assembly.

These were the measures and the report
which were condemned by the member
for Cone. Were the hon, member in his
place in the Chamber he might be
referred to the speech he made some time
ago when he spoke of the then newly
appointed principal medical officer.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : It was not kmown whether the
Cormmissioner of Public Health gove
the hon. member the report which he
read. What he wanted to say was that
if the Covernment thoughi the Cow-
missioner of Health was not doing hig
duty, he would soon be compelled to
make way for someone eclse. He (the
Minister) repeated what he said earlier
in the evening, that since he had had the
honour of assisting the Colonial Secretary
in the administration of the Health
Department he had had the opportunity
of judging as to the ability of nll the
officers of the departiment, and he could
do nothing hut express confidence in
them.

Mr. MOXGER @ 1t was satisfuctory
to hear tho last remark which was made
by the Honorary Minister. It was the
district medical officer for York who
some weecks ago informed hin of the
favourahle comments on the Principal
Medical Officer, and it was through the
officer in Yorle that he (Mr. Monger)
had been able to get the repnort.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
would be required to resume his seat,
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for he was indulging in nothing but
repetition.

Mr. TAYLOR : The member for Cue
(Mr. Heitmann) had declared that the
AMhnister was hampered in the admin-
istration of the department through the
lack of capucity in those who were
directly administering the department
from a scientific point of view. As one
who had had experience in the ad-
ministration of that Department he (Mr.
Taylor) felt confident that if the Minister
<lesired to have the department admin-
istered strictly in accordance with the
Act. he had on the staff men perfectly
<capable of carrying out those wishes.
If there was any lack of administration
at all it was on the part of the Minister
controlling the department. The mem-
ber for Cue had declared a necessity
for the appointment of a younger and
more up-to-date man to acdminister the
department. 'That contention was not
soundly based. He (Mr. Taylor) had
come into contact with the Comunissioner
of Public Health on the koard of manage-
ment of the Perth Public hospital, and
to the credit of the Commissioner it was
to be said that all those on the board
for the Iast five or six years had the
utmost confidence in that gentleman.
It had been necessary to initiate a system
in that hospital which was a particularly
difficult task, namely, for the board
to make provisions for the treatment
of wvenereal disense. The subject was
brought hefore the board by the Com-
missioner of Public Health, who proved
perfectly eapable of dealing with it,
with the result that the hospital to-day
treated that disense, which previously
it was unable to treat. It was a testimony
to the ability of that officer. A younger
man might well have trembled to in-
stitute a system like that in a country
where it had never been attempted
beforp. If the Minister desired any
reform whatever the Commissioner of
Health would be only too ready to
assist him. Most certainly there was
no necessity for & younger man to
fill the office. Years had brought to
the present occupant of the position
experience which nothing but years
would bring. If the llinister desired
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an officer to bring the Public Yealth
Department right up to date there was
not the slightest doubt the cormmissioner
could do it.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Observatory, £1,387—agreed to.

Vote—Police, £128,753— agreed to.

Vote—Public Gardens, £2,266—agreed
to.

Vote—Registry, £9,561:

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: In regard
to the boundaries of statistical districts
a good deal of dissatisfaction existed
over the way these boundaries were
arranged. For instance, the practice
was simply to take certain bounds with-
out having any regard whatever to the
people in the district, and mark them
out as statistical clistricts, irrespective
of other conditions. It was disheart-
ening to the settlers to know that many
of their number were registered in
other districts. It was entirely misleacding
to the people concerned. Tor instance,
there was a direet railway from Narrogin
to Wickepin, yet Wickepin was, for
statistical purposes, regarded us being
in the Pingeily district. [t was to be
hoped that this sort of thing would be
straightened out.

Mr. 8. STUBBS : The remarks of the
hon. member were deserving of support.
A readjustment of the boundaries for
statistical purposes would be in the best
interests of everybody concerned. The
inclusion of Wickepin in the Pingelly
district was wrong in principle. The
distriet rightly belonged to Narrogin.

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN : The system,
he understood, wns for the magisterial
districts to be taken ; however, he
would bring the matter before the
Colonial Secretary.

Vote put and passed.

Votes, State Steamship Service, £61,462 ;
Sale of Government Property Trust e
count, £41,838—apreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 12.2
nesday).

am. (Wed-




